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GREAT. BRITAIN. 


& N the Thirteenth of January, the two Houles 
of Parliament. met in_Purfuance of their 

i laft. Prorogation, upon which Occafion his 
| Majefty made the following Moft Gracious 
‘Speech, oy, 


His Majefty’s. Moft Gracious Speech to both Houfes of 
Parliamect, ov, Thurfday. the Thirteenth Day of 
January, 1731. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
T is.a great Pleafure,to Me, that Iam able to ac- 
quaint you, that. the, Expeftations which I have 
from Time to Time given you, of feeing the general 
Tranquillity of Europe reftored and eftablifhed, are now 

fully anfwerd. ©.) .- 

The Share of Credit. and Influence which the Crown 
of Great Britain has had in bringing about this difficult 
and defirable Work, and which redounds fo much to 
the Honour and Intereft of this Nation, as it is uni- 
verfally confeffed abroad, will, I am confident, be agree- 
able to my People, and acknowledged with Gratitude 
by yous 

It is well known, that from the Time of concluding 
the Quadruple Alliance, the feveral Courts of Europe 
have been employed in finding Means. to execute what 
the principal Powers had agreed to, for the Succeffion 
of Tufcany and Parma, in favour of an Infante of Spain s 
but the various jarring and contending Interefls, hard to 
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be reconciled and united-in effeCtuating a Point of fo 
much Importance, the extended Views and Hopes of 
obtaining on every Side further Advantages, and the 
natural Jealoufies and Diftrufts arifing among the fe- 
veral Pewers concerned, from fuch oppofite Principles 
and Purpofes, had kept in Sufpenfe, and wnexetuted, 
what the Court of Spain had very much at Heart, and 
occafioned fuch Troubles and Difturbances, as embar- 
raffed the Affairs of Europe for many Years, and parti- 
cularly affe&ted the Interefls.of this-Nation. 

You have from Time to Tinie been informéd of the 
different Meafures and Negotiations, that have on all 
Sides been carrying on during this long unfettled State 
of Affairs; and you have’enabled Me to perfevere ia 








maintaining the Rights and Poffeffions of this Kingdom, ~ 


and in preferving the Peace.and Ballance of Europe. 

The Preliminary Articles, and ‘thé fubfequent Tranf- 
aftions thereupon, not anfwering the Expettations of 
the Court of Spain, ‘and creating a Codlnefs and Diffa- 
tisfaQion among the contraéting’ Parties of the) firft 
‘Treaty of Vienna, laid the Foundation of the Treaty of 
Seville, and thereby diffolved that Union, \ which had’ 
yaifed fo many Apprehenfions, and fo long alarmed the 
World. are 

The Execution of the Treaty of Seville was the great 
Difficulty that {till remained ; ‘and this, unfurmounta- 
ble as it was thought, I have by your Support, and by 
the Confidence you repofed in Me, been able to aver- 
come by juft and honourable Treaties, . without coming 
to Extremities, and withoyt the Hazard and Expence 


of a general Rupture, or kindling a War in-any Part of 


Exrope. ° ; 
Parma and Placentia are now in the a&tual Poffefiion 
of the Infante Don Carlos ; the fix thoufand Spaniards 


are quietly admitted and quartered in ‘the Dutchy of. 


Ti:feany, to fecure, by the exprefs Confent and Agree- 
ment of the Great Duke, the Reverfion of his Domi- 
nions; and a Family Convention is made between the 
Courts of Spain and Tufcany, for preferving Peace and 
Friendfhip between thofe two Houfes, during the Life 
of the Great Duke. : 
For perfe&ting and finifhing: this tedious Work, con- 
-du&ted through a Series of infinite Changes and Vicifi- 
tudes, and incumbered with all the different Views of 
tntereft and Ambition, I concluded the late Treaty of 
Vienna, wherein I have entered into no Engagements 
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contrary to former Treaties, or tending either to ag- 
grandize or reduce the Power or Weight of any Poten» 
tate, calculated purely for preferving a due Ballance, 
and to avoid fuch Confufion, as new Changes and Con- 
vulfions upon future Events would unavoidably create, 
and wherein Great Britain could never ftand by, and be 
an idle Spe&tator. 

When this fhall be duly confidered, and it thall be 
feen, that the Wounds which have been long bieeding 
are intirely healed, groundlefs Jealoufies will ceafe, ill 
Humours will fubfide, and Peace and good Harmony 
return together ; all Difidence and Diftruft, the natural 
Effect of repeated Delays, artfully inftilled, and indu- 
ftrioufly improved. and aggravated, will be removed, 
and mutual Satisfaétion be the Confequence of the 
punftual and effeStual Performance of all Engagements 
on our Side, which will ever be remembred with great 
Regard and Honour to this Crown and Nation, and 
leave an indifpenfable Obligation upon thofe that are 
immediately concerned, to make fuch Returns as Ho- 
nour and Juftice call for and demand. 





Gentlemen of the Hou/e of Commons, 


The Effimates for the Service of the current Year 
fhall be prepar’d and laid before you, which you will 
obferve to be confiderably lefs than thofe of former 
Years; It is a Pleafure to me. to give Eafe to my Sub- 
jets, whenever the Welfare of the Publick wil! admit 
of it. You have feen the happy Effeéts of your former 
Zeal and Refolution ; Succefs has attended my Mea- 
fures, and you reap the Fruit of my Endeavours, and 
your Confidence in me; and it muft be a Satisfaétion 
fo you to refleét, that.all the Expences you have 


lately made, are amply recompenfed by preventing 
‘and -avoiding far greater. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

This happy Situation of Affairs, I promife mvfelf, 
will infpire you all with fuch Temper and Unani- 
mity, and fuch a feafonable Zeal for the Publick 
Good, as..becomes a Parliament fenfible of the great 
Bleflings they enjoy: The Duty and Affeétions of my 
Subje&ts are all the Return I defire for my paternal 
Love and Concern for them., My Government has no 
Security but what is equally conducive to your Hip- 
pinefs, and to the Proteétion of my People; and vour 
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Profperity has no Foundation, but in the Defence and 


Support of my Governmént : Our Safety is mutual, 
our Interefts are infeparable. 








This Speech from the Throne was anfwered by the 
following Addrefs from the Houfe of Lords, 


Tie Humble Addrefs of the Right Honourable the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament afJembled. 


Moft Gracious Sovereign, , 
W * your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal Sub- 
jects, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
Parliament affembled, come with Hearts full of Duty 
and Gratitude, to return the humble Thanks of this 
Houfe for your Majefty’s moft gracious Speech from the 
Throne. " 

We fhould appear infenfible of our own Happinefs, 
and difregardful of the Honour of this Nation, if we did 
not beg Leave to congratulate your Majefty on your 
having made the Crown of Great Britain fo great and 
fignal an Inftrument of reftoring and fecuring the gene- 
ral Tranquillity of Europe, and that in a Manner the 
moft advantageous and moft honourable to this King- 
dom: Such is the Siccefs we may juftly expe& will 
ever: attend) the Meafures of your Majefty, purfuin 
fteadily the true Intereft of your People, and affifled with 
the Advice and Support of-a Britifh Parliament, 

Your Majefty has been gracioufly pleafed to recapi- 
tulate the feveral Treaties and Negotiations framed 
and carried on, during many Years paft, for the adjuft- 
ing the different Interefls and interfering Views of the 
Great Powers of Europe, which, though calculated with 
the greateft Wifdom and fuftice for fo defirable an End, 
have, through a long Scene of violent Contentions, met 


with thofe unavoidable Delays, which your Majefty , 


in Tendernefs to your Subjeéts, and out of an Anxiety 
for their Happinefs, has fo often been pleafed to regret 
from the Throne. We have now the great’ 'Satisfaétion 
to obferve) that thofe very Difficulties and Diftraétions, 
thofe-jarring and contending Interefls, oppofite to the 
Publick'Good and to each other, have, by your Maje- 
ftv’s wifely improving each critical Conjunfture, by 
reconciling mutual Prefenfions and Claims, or by de- 
feating and difuniting dangerous Leagues and Con- 
jun@ions, and above aJl, by an uninterrupted Perfeve- 
yance in maintaining the Rights and Poffefions a = 
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Kingdom, been each made fubfervient and contributing, 
jn various Ways, to the great Work of Peace, which 
your Majefty has fo long laboured to procure for us, 
and has now happily accomplithed. 

The Difficulties fhat attended the Execution of the 

Treaty of Seville, without coming to an open Rupture, 
and truiting to the uncertain Event of War, fo much 
the Grounds of juft Concern and Apprehenfions in fome, 
and of fecret Hopes, or even Boafls of others, have been 
entirely removed, with the exprefs Confent of thofe 
Princes, who alone claimed a Right to oppofe it, and 
who have themfelves become Parties in the making it 
effectual ; and fuch have been the happy Confequences 
of your Majefty’s Meafures, that the moft fuccefsful 
War, in which, as Experience teaches us, the Profpe- 
rous does not always reap the Advantage, could, at the 
Expence of the Blood and Treafure of this Nation, have 
produced only that quiet and juft Ballance of Power, 
which your Majefty by Negotiations, and jult and ho- 
nourable Treaties, has eftablifhed, 

Your Majefty has not only given immediate Peace to 
your Kingdoms, and extinguifhed thofe Flames that 
mutt very foon have embroiled all Europe, but in the 
finifhing this glorious Defign, has carried yet further 
your great Views for the Publick Tranquillity, by 
framing and concluding the late Treaty of Vienna, 
whereby the Dangers, which too evidently appeared 
likely to arife, of new Differences and Confufions upon 
future Events, are, as far as human Prudence can ope- 
rate, obviated and prevented, without entring into any 
Engagements contrary to former Treaties, or having a 
Tendency to raife or deprefs any Power abroad: And it 
is from this happy Situation of Affairs, we may reafona- 
bly hope, that by our: duly fupporting and defending 
your Majefty’s Government at home, Great Britain, 
inflead of being neceflarily involved in new Troubles 
and Convulfions, may with Safety, Eafe, and Honour, 
fhare with our Allics the happy Benefits of a general 
Peace, 

The whole Series of your Majefty’s Aétions had al- 
ready proclaimed the gracious Declaration, which your 
Majefty in your great Goodnefs, has been pleafed to 
make from the Throne, That the Safety of the Crown 
and of the People is mutual, and their Interefls are in- 
feparable. This lays us under the hhigheit Obligations 
te affure your Majeity, that we will proceed in dif- 

charging 
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charging the Truft repofed in us, with fuch Temper 
and unanimous Zeal for the Publick Good, as.becomes a 
Houfe of Parliament, truly faithful and affeftionate to 
the Prince that reigns over them, fully fenfible, that 
our Rights and Liberties depend on the Strength and 
Security of your Majefty’s Government, and endea- 
vouring to merit, in fome Meafure, the Bleflings we 
enjoy. 

To which his Majefty was pleas’d to return the fol- 
lowing moit gracious Anfwer. 





His Majefty’s moft Gracious Anfwer. 


My Lords, — 

T Thank you for this affeétionate and loyal Addre/s. As 
the Interefts of my People, and the fecuring the Peace 
_and Ballanceof Power in Europe, has been my chief Care 
and Concern, the Satisfattion you shew in the Succefs of 
my Endeavours cannot but be extremely acceptable to me. 
You may depend upon my Favour and Proteétion; and 
I am perfuaded I may alnuays rely upon your Duty and 

Support. *— 


The Humble Addre[s of the Houfe of Commons to the 
: KING, 


Moft Gracious Sovereign, 
W* your Majefty’s meft loyal and dutiful Sub-. 
' je&ts, the Commons of Great Britain, in Par- 
Yiament affembled, beg icave to return your Maijefty 
our moft humble Thanks for your moft Gracious Speech 
from the Throne. ° 

It is the higheft Satisfa&tion to your faithful Com- 
mons, to fee the general Tranquillity of Europe reftored 
and re-eftablithed by your Majefty’s Credit and Influ- 
ence, which refleéts the greateft Glory to the Britifh 
Grown, and of Confequence to the Briti/h Nation; the’ 
Honour and Intereft of which are always infeparable. 

We are fully perfuaded, that the Treaties your Ma- 
jefty hes entred into; were made with no other View, 
than to preferve the Ballunce of Power in Europe, and 
fecure the Poffeffions of the Crown of Great Britain, and 
all the Rights and Privileges we are entitled to; and 
we acknowledge with Gratitude your Majefty’s Wifdom 
and Goodnefs, in procuring for us all thefe Advantages, 
without the Expence and Hazards of a War. ashi 

We 
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We are very fenfible of the many Difficulties yeur 
Majefty laboured under in bringing this great and glo- 
rious Work to fo happy a Conclufion. The many Ob- 
ftacles arifing from various Pretenfions and Jealoufies 
during the Courfe of thefe Tranfa&tions, unfurmounta- 
ble as they have been thought, are by your Majefty’s 
Steadinefs and Prudence entirety removed; and at a 
Time, when a War feemed unavoidable, the Settlement 
of the Succeflion of Don Carlos to the States of Tu/cany and 
Parma has been peaceably accomplifhed, and the general 
Tranquillity .of Europe preferved by the Weight and 
Credit of your Majefty’s Negotiations. 

Thus has your Majefty extricated, not only this Na- 
tion, but all Europe out of the uncertuin State we for 
, many Years laboured under, and that by Means moft 
honourable to your Majefty, confiftent with all former 
Engagements, and without the leaft Injury to any Prince 
or Power in Europe. 

And we humbly affure your Majefty, that having 
the trueft Senfe of the many Bleflings we have enjoyed 
during the Courfe of your Majefty’s Reign, and how 
much our prefent Happinefs is owing to your paternal 
Love and Care for your People, we will with the great- 





eft Chearfulnefs grant the neceffary een for the 


current Service of the Year ; and your Majefty will al- 
ways find fuch Returns of Duty and Gratitude from us, 
as the beft of Kings may expe&t from the moft Loyal 
~ Subje&ts, fully convinced that the only End of your 
Majefty’s aufpicious Goyernment, is the ProteStion and 
Profperity of your People. 


To this Addrefs his Majefty was pleas’d to give the 
following Moft Gracious Anfwer. 


Gentlemen, ‘ 

Return you my Thanks for this dutiful and loyal Ad- 

Arefs. I make no Doudt of the Continuance of your 
Duty, Affection and Confidence in me, and you will always 
find that all my Views tend: to the Honour, Intereft, and 
Security of my Crown and People. 


A remarkable Enquiry was made this Seffion in the 
Houfe of Commons upon the following Occafion. The 
Eftate of ‘James, late Earl of Derawentwater, who 
was concerned in the Rebellion in 1715, had been fo 
fettled that upon the Death of his Son Fehn, then a 

Child, 
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Child, without Iffue-Male, the Remainder was to de- 
volve upon his younger Brother Charles Radcliffe': But 
this Brother, Charles Radcliffe, being alfo engaged in 
the faid Rebellion, had thereby forfeited fuch his Ex- 
pettation of that Eftate; which was fold, by the Com- 
miffioners and Truflees of the forfeited Eftates which 
devolved to the Crown upon that Occafion, for the Sum 
of 1060/7. This Purchafe was at that Time not taken 
Notice of ; but the above-mentioned ohn, Earl of Der- 
wentwater, dying in the 18th Year of his Age, the 
Efiate fell of Gourfe to thofe who had bought that for- — 
feited Reverfion ; and being reckoned’ at the Value of 
8 or gooo!. per Ann, it caufed great Notice to be taken 
of the good Fortune of thofe Purchafers. But fome Cir- 
cumflances alfo occurring, that bred Sufpicions about 
the Methods ufed in gaining fo great a Bargain, it was 
thought to deferve. the Animadverfion of the Houfe of 
Commons, who appointed a Committee to examine 
into the Proceedings that paffed between the Com- 
miffioners and the Purchafers on that Occafion, The 
Committee accordingly brought in their Repert, which — 
fhewed there was but too much Ground for thofe Jea- 
loufies; of which Report our Reader will not be dif 
pleafed to fee the following Extraét : 





Extratt of the Report from the Committee, to whom all 
the Books, Inftrwments and Papers relating to the Sale 


of the Eftate of Jates Earl of Derwentwater were 
referred, pow 


HE Report begins with rehearfing two Claufes 
from two Aéts of Parliament, by which the Eftates 
forfeited in the late Rebellion in the Year 1715, were 
vefted in thirteen Commiffioners and Truftees for the 
Ufe of the Publick ; by which Claufes thofe Commif- 
fioners, or any four of them, are impowered to fell the. 
faid Eftates ; the Sale being made by way of Cant or 
Auétion, and publick Notice being given of fuch Sale, 
at the Jeaft fifteen Days before. 

Accordingly, publick Notice was given in the Gazette, 
of aSale to be made (among others) of the Eftate of the 
late ‘James Earl of Derwentwater,:valued at 5012 1. per 
Ann. to be fold during the Continuance of an Eftate in 
Tail Male, vefted in Charles Radcliffe, younger Brothet 
of ‘James Earl of Derwentwater, in Remainder, Ex- 
petiant on the Death of John Radcliff, only Son of oe 
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faid late Earl, under Age, and without Iffue Male; the 
faid Eftate; among other Incumbrances, being fubjett 
to an Annuity of 2001. payable to Charles Radcliffe, 
during his Life, which Annuity was forfeited by his 
Rebellion, 

Hereupon, infpetting the Minute Book, wherein the 
Proceedings of the faid Proceedings of the faid Com- 
miffioners were every Day entered, the Committee found 
that on Fuly 11, 1723, the. before-mentioned Annuity 
is there declared to be fold to Robert Hackett, Efq; for 
1205/. without the Arrears, purfuant to an Order of 
the Board the Day before. 

But in the Book, in which the Contraéts of the re- 
fpeftive Purchafers of the Forfeited Eftates are entered, 
on the Days fuch Contraéts were made, no Contraét 
for the Sale of the faid Annuity appeared to be entered 5 
and the Committee obferve that among the Contratts 
dated the 11th of July, two Leaves are torn out, and 
in the fame Place a loofe Leaf is pinned in, on which 
appeared to be entered a Contra&t for the Purchafe of 
the aforefaid Annuity, Signed Robert Hackett ; which 
loofe Leaf no Ways tallies to the remaining Part of ei- 
ther of the Leaves torn out. ; 

In the Minute Book, where the Proceedings of the 
Twenty-fourth of July are entered, it is there mention- 
ed, That Mr. Hackett having refufed to perform his 
Contra&t, the faid Annuity fhould be put up again to 
Sale on Tue/day then next following. 

And in the Book of Contra&ts the Committee found 

_aContra& figned Matthew White, and dated the 30th 
of the fame uly, in which he is declared Purchafer of 
the faid Annuity of 200/. together with all the Arrears 
thereof, from the Attainder of the faid Charles Radcliffe, 
for the Sum of 1201 /, 1s. and no more. 

Upon which the Committee infpeSted the Minutes 

’ of the Proceedings of the 30th of Fu/y, and found only 
the Names of two of the Commiffioners, Mr. Serjeant 
Birch, and Mr. Bond, entered, as prefent that Day 5; 
and no Notice taken, that the faid Annuity was either 
put up to Sale by Cant or Auftion, or fold; though in 
the aforefaid Contra&t Waite is declared to be the beit 
Bidder: Nor did it appear to the,Committee by any of 
the Books or Minutes, that the Commiflioners ever de- 
manded from Hackett the Forfeitures, direfted to be 
paid by the A&t, for not performing his Contract. 
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In the Minute Book, among the Proceedings of the 
rith of July 1723, the Committee found, that the 
Eftates of the late Earl of Derwentwater, in the Coun- 
ties of Northumberland and Cumberland, were fold to 
William Smith, Efq; of Billiter-Square, London, for 10601. 
But upon infpeSting the Book of Contraéts, where thofe 
dated the 11th of the fame ‘uly are entered, the Com- 
mittee found no fuch Contract entered there; but two 
Leaves appeared to be torn out: And after feveral Con- 
traéts dated between the 11th and the 30th of the fame 
Month, a Contraé& is entered, figned William Smith, and 
dated as on the 11th; by which the Eftate Tail vefted 
in Charles Radcliffe in Remainder expeftant on the 
Death of John Radcliffe without Iffue Male, and alfo 
the Reverfion in Fee of the faid late Earl’s Eftates in 
Northumberland and Cumberland, fubjes&t to the Charges 
and Annuities mentioned in the printed Particular, are 
fold to the faid Smith for 1060h 

It alfo appeared to the Committee by an Original 
Precept, fealed and figned with the Names of four Com- 
miffioners, and dire&ted to the faid William Smith, re- 
quiring him to pay into the Exchequer ro6o/. that the 
faid Monéy was for the Purchafe of Part of the Effate 
of the late Earl of Derwentwater, in the Counties of 
Northumberland and Cumberland. 

Upon examining the Books, where Copies of the fe- 
veral Conveyances are entred; the Committee found, 
that in Purfuance of the laft mentioned Contra&, a 
Conveyance was executed by the faid Commiffioners, 
dated the 28th of September 1723, whereby the faid Jate 
Earl’s Eftates in the Counties of Northumberland and 
Cumberland, and the County Palatine of Durham, are 
conveyed to the faid Smith. . 

It appearing to the Committee in the Courfe of 
their Examination, that Leaves have been torn or cut 
out, Erafements made, and Interlineations inferted in 
the Minute Book and Book of Contra&ts: They firft exa- 
noincd in the moft folemn Manner, Mr. George Tur- 
bills who faid, that he was formerly Regifter to the 
Commiffioners for the Sale of the Forfeited Effates, and 
is.now Keeper of the Records and Papers belonging to 
the.faid Commiffion; that, fince the faid Records and 
Papers were delivered to him by Mr. Allen, the then 
Secretary, to the faid Commiffioners, they have never 
been out of his Cuftody, nor have any Alterations been 
made in them, to his Knowledge, fince that aeae 
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That the firft Time he obferved Leaves to be torn 
out of the Book of Contraéts, was, when Mr. Smith 
lately applied to him for Copies of feme Claims, and 
the Contraét for Sale of the late Lord Derwentwater’s 
Eftate. Upon the Examinant’s fearching for the faid 
Contra&t (which is dated the 11th of Fuly, 1723) it 
was not entered among the Contraéts of that Date, but 
Leaves had been there torn out, and he found it entred 
fubfequent to another Contraét, dated the 30th of the 
fame uly. 

Being fhewn a loofe Leaf, on which is entered the 
Contra&t for the Sale of Mr. Radcliff’s Annuity to 
Hacket, and asked, where he found that Leaf, he an- 
fwer'd, he found it at the End of the Contra& Book, 
but pinned it into the Place, where he thought it be- 
longed, and the firft Time he faw it, was, when the 
before-mentioned Application was made to him by 
Smith. 

Mr. Samuel Allen, being alfo examined in the mot 
folemn Manner, faid, That he was appointed by the 
faid Commiffioners, firft to be their Sollicitor, and after- 
wards, upon the Removal of the late Mr. Martin, to be 
their Secretary ; that he always locked up the Book of 
Contra&ts in the Commiffioners Room ; and upon his 
making Enquiry lately among Martin’s Clerks, how 
Leaves came to be torn out of the faid Book, they could 
give him no Account of that Matter, 

The Book being fhewn him, where Smith’s Contraét, 
dated the 11th of uly, is entered, fubfequent to one 
dated the 30th; and he asked the Reafon of it, he an- 
fwered, it was wrote by one Cooke, a Clerk at that Time 
in the Office ; and the Examinant believed the firft Con- 
tra&t was torn out, and another was afterwards made, 
and antedated; and he faid, he believed that feveral 
Leaves had been torn out before he entered upon the 
Office of Secretary, and might afterwards, but he never 
tore out any himfelf, nor did he remember he gave any 
Orders for fo doing; ifhedid, it was when Contraéls 
entered wrong by the Clerks have been torn out by 
the Commiffioners Order; for he fhould never have 
given fuch Orders himfelf without their Direétion, 

He further faid, That he believed feveral Leaves, 
between the 11th and 18th of July, 1723, might be 
cut out of the faid Book, whilft in his Cuftady, but he 
knows nothing of the loofe Leaf before mentioned, nor 
that there was any loofe Leaf in the faid Book when 
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he deliver’d it to Mr. Turbill 5 however, that there was 
not any at that Time, he would not pofitively affirm. 

Mr. William Cooke, being examined in the moft folemn 
Manner, faid, That he was Regiftring Clerk to the 
Commiffioners, and Engroffing Clerk of the Decrees. 

Upon his being fhewn the loofe Leaf, whereon is 
entred Hackett’s Contra&t mentioned before, and exa- 

‘ mined in Relation thereto, he faid, That Contra& was 
of his Hand-writing, he fometimes entering Contraéts, 
when the Clerk, whofe Bufinefs it was to do it, wag 
otherwife employ’d ; but being fo long fince, he could 
not remember whether he wrote it in a Book, or on a 
Joofe Sheet of Paper ; but he did not remember that he 
ever wrote any Contra&t ona loofe Leaf. . 

He likewife faid, That Mr. White’s Contra&t for the 
Purchafe of Mr. Radcliff’s Annuity, dated the 30th of 
July 1723, and Mr. Smith’s Contra&t, dated the 11th of 
the fame Month, were of his Hand-writing ; but he 
could not remember the Days of the Month on which 
fhe wrote the fame; yet he believed by the Order in 
which they are entered in the Book, that Smith’s Con- 
tra&t, dated the 11th, was wrote after White’s, dated 
the 30th. And he faid he had his Direétions concern- 
ing this Contraét of Smith’s, from one Mr. Harris 
only. 

Mr. John Harris, being examined in the moft folemn 
Manner, faid, That he was Clerk under the Secretary 
to the faid Commiffioners, and being asked from whom 
he had the Draught of Mr. Smith's Contra&, dated the 
sith of uly, and entered fubfequent to White’s of the 
goth, he anfwer'd, He had it from Mr. Allen, but re- 
membered no Orders he gave to Cooke relating thereto, 
though Cooke fometimes affifted him. 

Being asked, If he never obferved any Leaves to be 





torn out of the Book of Contraéts, he faid, the firft . 


Time he did was at his former Examination before the 
Committee 3 but he believed it had been a Praétice in 
the Office to tear them out when Miflakes have hap- 
pened in the Writing, or the Particular of an Eftate 
has been defe&tive, or a better Title has been made ap- 
pear; but then it was never done without Order from 
the Board of Commiffioners. 

He further fuid, That he always attended the Sales 
of the Forfeited Eftates, and particularly remembred he 


was prefent the rth of ‘July 1723, when the late , 


Lord Derwentwater’s Eftate was fet up to Sale; and 
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he believed it was then fold to Mr. Smith; that the 
Contraé&t was entered that Day in the Book; and he 
believed he was Witnefs to it, becaufe he was Witnefs 
to the other Contraéts entered the fame Day. 

Then he was fhewn the Book of Contraéts ; and not 
finding it entered among the other Contraé&ts of that 
Date witneffed by him, the Examinant faid, he believed 
it was torn or cut out, but by whom, or at what Time 
this was done, he could not remember. 

Whereupon he was direfted to declare what he knew, 
or had heard relating to this Matter; and he inform’d 
the Committee, That Mr. Allen and himfelf went to 
Mr. Smith, to know of him the Particulars of his Con- 
tra&t being cut out, and at what Time it was done. 
Mr. Smith told them, he believed it was done upon his 
Application to the Board of Commiffioners, when he 
made it appear to them, that they had a better Eftate or 
Intereit left in them, than what they had fold to him ; 
and therefore he had got an Order for a new Contraét, 
the Draught of which Smith (upon the Examinant’s 
asking him) faid, he believed was made out by the late 
Mr. Moor, who was then Mafter of the References. The 
Examinant then asking Smith. who tore out the firft 
Contraé& ; his Anfwer was, He did not fee it torn out, 
nor did he know who xlid it, but he believed it was 
done the 30th of uly ; the Examinant faid, Mr. Smith 
did not mention the Names of the Commiffioners pre- 
fent the Day this Order was made; but upon Alien’s 
asking him from whom he had this Intelligence of the 
additional Eftate, Smith anfwered, from Mr. Moor. 

Mr. Allen, in his Examination, confirmed what Mr. 
Harris faid in Relation to that which Smith told Harris 
and him; and added likewife, That Smith faid the new 
Contract was made for the fame Confideration as the 
former. 

Mr. Turbill alfo in his Examination, gave Informa. 
tion to the Committee, That Mr. Smith had, fince this 
Enquiry began, given him the fame Account in Rela- 
tion to the vacating his firit Contra& ; and that Smith 
told him, that upon his Application to the Commiflo- 
ners, another Contra&t was made about twenty Days 
after, but dated as on the 11th of uly. 

And Mr. Turdill in another Part of his Examination 
faid, That fome Time after the Death of Mr. Radcliffe, 
Son to the late Earl of Derwentwater, the Examinant 
then being in the Country, Mr, Swith wrote him a 

Letter, 
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Letter, acquainting him, that now Mr. Radcliffe was 
dead they fhould want Copies of feveral Claims and 
Decrees. 

Hereupon Mr. Turdill was asked if he knew what 
Mr. Smith meant when he made ufe of the Word They; 
and he anfwer’d, he fuppofed he meant other Perfons 
that were linked with him in the Purchafe. ; 

The Examinant being asked if he knew who thofe 
Perfons were; he faid, he had often heard Mr. Smith 
Yay that Mr. “Fohn Bond, Sir Fofeph Eyles, and Mr.White 
(the Purchafer of Mr. Radcliff’s Annuity) were concern- 
ed in the Purchafe of the faid late Earl’s Land Efftate 5 
and the Examinant faid, he remembered Mr. Smith told 
‘him, that on the 11th of uly, the Day of the Sale of 
this Eftate, he the faid Smith, upon feeing the printed 
Particular of the Eftate hang up in the Office, asked 
one or more of the Perfons abovenamed, if they would 
be concerned in a Lottery, and the Examinant thought 
_ he mentioned White ; That fince this Enquiry the Exa- 
minant has alfo heard Smith fay, That he and White were 
jointly concerned in the Purchafe of the Annuity ; 
but he did not mention, whether they were concerned 
at the Time of the Purchafe, or fince. 

The Commiffioners alfo examined Mr. Allen and Mr. 
Turdill, whether Notice had been given of Mr. Radcliff ’s 
Annuity being put up to Sale after that Mr. Hackett 
went off from his Bargain, as mentioned before. 

And Mr. Allen faid, That he believed no Notice was. 
given of a fecond Sale of the faid Annuity, nor did he 
remember that he ever had any Orders for fuch Notice, 

Mr. Turdill faid likewife, That he never had any 
Orders for Notice of that Sule himfelf, nor knew of 
any given to others, neither had he any Notes of Bid- 





* . 


ding at fuch fecond Sale. 

By the Minute Book of the Proceedings of the faid 
Commiffioners, and by thé Book of Contraéts it’ ap- 
peared to the Committee, That feveral Contraéts for 
Sales bear Date refpeftively on the Days, on which 
the Names of two of the Commiffioners onl'y are enter- 
ed as prefent, in the Minutes of thofe Days Proceed- 
ings. 

And Mr. Allen being examined, Whether any Effates 
had been fold when four Commiffioners were not 
prefent 5 

He faid, that on the 30th of July, the impropriate 
Tythes of Bucklebury, the Eftate of the late Lord Boling- 

broke, 
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broke, was fold to one Samuel Chald for 2025/. and Mr. 
White's Contra&t for Mr. Radcliff’s Annuity was execu- 
ted and witneffed by him, when only two Commiflioners, 
Mr. Serjeant Birch and Mr. Bond were prefent ; and 
had there been any Sale that Day, the Examinant 
fhould have known it, being prefent ali that Day, and 
the Minutes of his Writing ; and if any other Com- 
mifoners had been prefent, he fhould have entered 
their Names in the Minutes ; for he believed he never 
forgot at any Time to enter therein the Names of the 
Commiffioners that were prefent. 

Mr. Harris likewife faid'in his Examinations That 
he happening to come into the Board Room the faid 
goth of Fuly upon Bufinefs, Mr. Serjeant Birch and 
Mr. Bond were there, and he does not remember that 
on that Day any other Commiffioners were prefent. 

Then Mr. Allen was ask’d by the Committee, whether 
to fupply the Defeé&t of a fufficient Number of Com- 
miffionets at the Board, fuch Commiflioners as were 
abfent have not afterwards fet their Names to Papers or 
Inftruments, or ordered others to do it for them: And 

He anfwered, That he had fet Sir Zohn Eyles’s Name 
to Contraéts, as if he had been prefent; and that he 
had a general Dire€tion from Sir ‘ohn Eyles and Sir Tho- 
mas Hales, to fet their Names to Warrants, Precepts, 
Contra&ts, or any Thing done at the Board.;. that they 
knew he did it, and approved of it; otherwife he 
fhould not have ventured to have done it; and he faid 
he had thofe Orders foon after he officiated as Secretary ; 
but he had no fuch Orders from any of the other Com- 
mifoners, nor did he know of any fuch Orders given 
to others. 

Mr. Chocke laid before the Committee, purfuant to 
their Order, two original Precepts from the fuid Com- 
miffioners, the one dated the 1ith,of July, 1723, and 
dire&ted to William Smith, Efq; to pay into the Ex- 
chequer 10607. for the Purchafe of part of Lord Der- 
wentwater’s Eftate, and the other dated the 30th of the 
fame Month, and direfted to Matthew White, Efqs to pay 
likewife r201/. ts. for the Purchafe of Mr. Radclijf's 
Annuity payable thereout: Both which Precepts are 
fealed, and are figned with the Names of Dennis Bond, 
John Birch, Fokn Eyles, and Thomas Hales. 

Upon Notice being taken by the Committee of fome 
Words, or Memorandum wrote on the Precept dated the 
1ith of Fuly, 
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Mr. Chocke faid, that a Perfon came to pay Money, 
purfuant to that Precept, on the 29th of the fame 
“July, but went back, and came again, and paid it on 
the 311. 

Mr. Allen was firft called in, and being fhewed the 
faid Precepts, and examined, he faid at firft, That he 
wrote the Names of Sir Sfohn Eyles and Sir Thomas Hales 
to both of them ; afterwards he owned himfelf miftaken 
as to Sir ohn Eyles’s Name being figned by the Exami- 
nant to that of the rith of July; but faid he figned 
Sir Thomas Hales’s Name to it, and both their Names —~ 
to that of the 30th. 

Being asked where he figned them, he faid, in the 
Board-Room, when only Mr. Serjeant Birch and Mr. 
Bond were prefent; that they never made any Objeéti- 
on to his figning, but upon feveral Occafions have 
called upon him to do it. 

He was then asked if Sir Thomas Hales never left 
Orders for the Examinant to Sign after ‘he has been 
gone; and he anfwer’d, he believed he had feveral 
Times ; but whether Sir Thomas Ha'es was prefent that 
Day or not, he could not tell. 

Being asked, whether he had not entered the Names 
of Commiffioners in the Minute-Book, as prefent, tho” 
they were abfent ; and being fhewn the Minute of the 
aith of Fuly 1723, where the Names of four Commifiio- 
ners are entered, as prefent, viz. Mr, Serjeant Birch, 
Mr. Bond, Sir “ohn Eyles, and Sir Thomas Hales, he faid, 
he believed he entered the Names of Sir Sfokn Eyles and 
Sir Thomas Hales as prefent, though ab{ent, to tally 
with their Names, which he had put to the Warrants 
or Contraéts of the Day. 

Then he was fhewn the Minute of the 30th of the 
fame uly, where the Names of Mr. Serjeant Birch and 
Mr. Bond only are entered as prefent ; and being asked 
why he did not then enter the Names of Sir John Eyles 
and Sir Thomas Hales, he faid he could not recolle&t the 
Reafon of that Particular. 

He was then examined upon what Occafion Sir Fohn 
Eyles and Sir Thomas Hales gave him Orders to fign 
their Names when abfent; and he anfwer’d, it was _ 
for want of a fufficient Number of Commiffioners pre- 
fent at the Board to difpatch Bufinefs ; but when any 
Bufinefs of Confequence was to be tranfa&ted, Sir Fehn 
Eyles has been fent for, and has often attended upon 
fuch Notice ; and at other Times the Examinant has 

waited 
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waited on him at his Houfe, with Contra¢ts for him to 
fign. 

ee further examin’d, he faid, That he never ex- 
tended this Power to any Deeds of Conveyance, or to 
any Thing, but what he then apprehended to be Mat- 
ters of Form ; and that, when this Power was given 
him, the Limitatiqn was to Matters of Form. 

He was thereupon ask’d, What he apprehended to be 
Matters of Form; and his Anfwer was, A great many 
Things, fuch as, Orders for Perfons to attend to give 
their Teftimony ; for Perfons to appear and give in their 
Claims; and Precepts for paying Money into the Ex- 
chequer 5 and what the Aét direfted to be fign’d by 
four of the Commiffioners, he then did take to be Mat- 
ters of Form ; but he could not fay, he took the Atten- 
dance of four of the Commiffioners, as requir’d by the 
A&, to be a Matter of Form. 

Being asked, Whether he thought Contraéts for Sales 
of Eftates were Matters of Form, he faid, he did at 
that Time take them to be fo; and faid, that the Coni- 
miffioners fign’d and feal’d the Contraéts they gave to 
the Purchafer (when demanded) at the fame Time that 
the Purchafer fign’d his, but the fame was not feal’d or 
deliver’d in the Manner that Deeds are when executed ; 
and that which the Purchafer fign’d, was always wit- 
neffed 3 and that he look’d upon thefe Contraéts to bint 
the Commiffioners to execute the Bargains of Sale to the 
Purchafer, according as the A&t diretts. 

Upon which he was ask’d, if he ever put his Hand 
and Seal to any of thofe Contraéts, he faid, he had fign’d 
the Names of Sir ‘fokn Eyles and Sir Thomas Hales to Con- 
tra&ts, and feal’d them with a Seal, that was in the Of 
fice, but that he never had Sir ‘Yohn Eyles’s or Sir Tho- 
mas Hales’s Seal ; and he never remember’d any Contracts 
/ to be fign’d out of the Board Room, either by the Com- 
mifioners, or Purchafers. ; 

Being ask’d, whether Smith and White, at the Time 
their Contraéts were fign’d, made any Objeétion to there 
being but two Commiflioners prefent, or to his figning 
thereto the Names of Sir ‘fon Eyles and- Sir Tho. Hales, 
he anfwer’d, they made no Objetion, nor could he fay 
they faw him fign, any otherwife than as they were at 
the Board the Time the Examinant fign’d them. 

Mr. Harris (as being Witnefs to all the Contraéts dae 
ted the tith of July) was. asked, whether Mr. Smith 

made any Objeftion to Mr. Allen’s figning Sir ae 
N ales’s 











98 : The Hiftorical Regifter N°LXVI 


Hales’s Name to his Contra&t made the 11th; and he 
faid, he remembred no Obje&tion made by Smith. 

But in another Part of his Examination, he.informed 
the Committee, that having Occafion to go into the 
Board Room on the 30th of uly, he faw Mr. Allen 
fign Sir Hohn Eyles’s Name to Smith’s Contra&t made that 
Day, and dated the 11th ; and he more particularly re- 
members this, becaufe it is the lait Contraét entered 
in the Book. 

Mr. William Marwood, being examined in the moft 
folemn Manner, faid, he was formerly Clerk to the 
Mafter of the References, and to the beft of his Re- 
membrance he attended at the Sale of the late Lord 
Derwentwiater’s Eftate on the rth of uly, and carried 
in the Notes of Bidding at that Sale, when Mr. Smith 
was then declared the beft Bidder, 

Being asked, who were the Commiffioners then pre- 
fent, he anfwered there were four, but could not name 
any befides Mr. Serjeant Birch, who was then in the 
Chair; and that he never faw a Sale without four. 

He was asked, feveral Times, if he could be pofitive 
there were four prefent on the 11th of July; and he 
faid, he could not be pofitive, but to the beft of his 
Remembrance and Belief he thought there were fout 
prefent. 

The Committee obferving, that in the printed Par. 
ticular of the Lord Derwentwater’s Eftate, the Value is 
there computed to be 50137. per Ann. and the Timber 
valuted at 4500/. they examined in the moft folemn 
Manner, 

Mr. Henry Roddourne, who faid, that about three 
Years ago he was upon the Eftate ; that the fame is 
Improveable ; and there are feveral Lead Mines upon 
it; and that he computed the Value of the Eftate, with 

« the Profits of the Mines, which are worked, to be about! 
6300/. or 64001. per.Ann, and the Eftate -is increafed 
fince the Time of Sale about 2, 3, or gool. per Am, 
He alfo faid, That fince the late Earl’s Death, his Son 
had only a Power to grant Leafes during the Term of 
his Minority, and for that Reafon the Mines have been 
negle&ted ; but if the faid Eftate and Mines were to be 
Jet out upon Leafes for the Term of Twenty-one, and 
Thirty-one Years, the Whole might, according to his 
Judgment, be made worth about gcool. per Ann. 

Mr. Fo/eph Studeley, being examined in the moft fo- 
Jemn Manner, faid, That he was prefent the 11th of 


J), 





ry eS Oe hm > ones me net OO Ot 








N°LXVI for the Tear 1732. 99 


Fuly, 1723, when the late Lord Derwentwater’s Eftate 
was put up to Sale at 2000 l. that the Examinant came 
to bid for it at the Defire of one Mr. Penfon, but no 
Perfon bidding for it while he flaid, and other Ettates 
being fet up to Sale before he came away, he thought 
it would not be fold that Day, and therefore he went 
and told Mr. Penfon (who waited for him) that he be- 
lieved the Eftate would not be fold that Day, and had 
the. Examinant thought it would, he fhould have ftaid, 
for he came on Purpofe to bid for it by Mr. Pen/fan’s 
Orders, but was not to bid ’till others had bid before ; 
and further faid, That when an Eftate had been fet up, 
and no Body bid, it was ufual to put it up at a lower 
Price the fame Day. 

Being asked what one Tooke had told him in Relafion 
to this Affair; he anfwer’d, That about a Week after 
Tooke told him, it was a huddled up clandeftine Sale : 
And Tooke then belonged to the Office ; whereupon, 

Mr. Nicholas Tooke, being examined in the moft fo- 
lemn Manner, faid, That he did not remember he had 
any fuch Converfation with Studeley, but had converfed 
with Studeley feveral Times. : 

But he faid, That he was at the Sale of the late Lord 
Derwentwater’s Eftate, and having Occafion to fpeak 
with Sir Thomas Hales, he fent his Servant from an 
outward Room into the Office, to know if he was there s 
and: he brought. him Word, that he was not theres; 
but the Examinant did not know whether Sir Thomas 
Hales might not come after he went away 3; for that he 
ftayed not above an Hour in the Forenoon, but went 
away before the Eftate was fold; and when it was firft 
put up, the Examinant was not there. — 

Mr. Smith, the Purchafer of this Eftate, was fummon- 
ed to attend the Committee ; but they did not think 
it proper to oblige him to be examined : And therefore, 
upon the Queftion being asked him, whether he was 
willing to be examined touching the Subje&t Matter 
‘of their Enquiry; the next Day he acquainted the 
Committee, That he hoped they would not take i¢ 
-amifs if he declined fuch Examination. 





‘Upon this, Dennis Band, Efq; and Mr. Serjeant Birch, 
were expell’d the Houfe ; and Sir ohn Eyles being voted 
guilty of a great Irregularity, was reprimanded in his 
Place by Mr. Speaker 5 befides which, a Bill pafé’d the, 
Houfe to make void the Sale. 
N 2 The 
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’ The following has been publifhed as the Reprimand 


iven to Sir John Eyles by the Speaker, and Sir ‘John 
yles’s Anfwer. 





‘The Speaker’s Reprimand to Sir John Eyles, March 31, 


1732 

Sir Sohn Eyles, 

HE Houfe have come to a Refolution, that you 

are guilty of a great Irregularity, as a Commifluner 
and Truflee for Sale of the Forfeited Eftates for the 
Ufe of the Publick, by impowering Mr. Samuel Allen, 
Secretary of the Commiffioners and Truftees for the Sale 
of the faid Eftates, to fign your Name, when abfent, 
in Order to make up the Number of Commiflioners and 
Truftees required by A& of Parliament, to Matters of 
Form, in Proceedings under the faid A& : 

And have impofed a Command upon me, which is 
the only one, I can truly fay, that I ever received with 
any Uneafinefs in the Place I now fit; not from any 
Doubt of the Juftice of the Command, nor from any 
Unwillingnefs in me to obey an Order of the Houfe; 
but becaufe you, Sir, are unfortunately the Subje& of 
it, for whom I have always ‘had the greateft Perfonal 
Regard. 

The Offence you are guilty of, having come within 
the Notice of the Houfe, it was impoffible it fhould 
efcape their Cenfure, as it had a Reference to a Truft 
repofed in you; repos’d by Parliament! the higheft 
and moft facred Authority any Subje&t of this Kingdom 
can act under ! and with a particular Confidence in you, 
and the others join’d with you, becaufe of the Relation 
you bore to the Parliament: A Truft of great Impor- 
tance, and which required great Pains and Attention to 
it, and for that a very confiderable Recompence was 
afligned to you out of the publick Treafure. The Re- 
compence, Sir, you enjoy’d; but the Pains and Atten- 
tion expected from you, you fail’d in, and illegally 
delegated your Truft in Inftances where a falfe and 
fraudulent Ufe has been made of it. 

But, happy for you, Sir, it appears to the Houfe to 
have been a Matter rather of evil Example, than evil 
Intention in you ; for which Reafon, the Refolutions of 
the Houfe, on this Occafion, have a Mixture of Juftice 
and Mercy ; and as your Offence will always juftify 
: the Cenfure «f the Houfe upon you, let it be yout 
ty Care, 
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Care, Sir, that your future Behaviour always juftify 
the Lenity of the Houfe to you. Let the Juitice of the 
Houfe make you fear, and the Clemency of the Houfe 
make it a Matter of Sorrow in you to offend again. 

This Senfe I perfuade myfelf you have of the Judg- 
ment the Houfe has pafs’d upon you, which is, That I 
reprimand you for your faid Offence, and I do reprimand 
you accordingly. 





Sir John Eyles’s Reply, after having been reprimanded by 
the Speaker, purfuant to the Order of the Houfe of 
Commons, March 31, 1732. 


SIR ; 
AM very much afhamed of an Offence that has 
drawn upon me the Animadverfions and Cenfure of 
this Houfe ; an Offence which at the Time of commit- 
ting it, I had fcarce any Idea of being fubje& to Blame 
for, Iam now maie truly fenfible of it, and the ftrong 
and lively Colours in which you, Sir, have drawn it, 
will be to me a lafting Memento of future Caution. 
The Judgment the Houfe has paffed upon me I en- 
dure with a dutiful Submiffion ; and you, Sir, having 
fhewn that Tendernefs and Humanity which is agree- 
able to your Nature, in pronouncing it, and thereby, in 
fome Degree, abated its Rigour ; I cannot but exprefs 
my grateful and fincere Acknowledgement to yourfelf, 
and alfo to the Houfe, for their Favour in not carrying 
this Cenfure to any further Confequence. 


In the Seffion of Parliament of the Jaft Year, an 
Enquiry was began into the State of the Courts in 
Weftminfter-Hall, with Refpe& to the Officers belonging 
tothem, and the Fees demanded by them; the great 
Number of the one, and the Exorbitance of the other 
having long been among many Perfons a ftanding To- 

ick of Complaint, Accordingly, the Commons ordered 
that Lifts of thofe Officers, and Accounts of their Fees 
fhould be delivered to the Houfe, to be there examin- 
ed; which was done during the laft and prefent Years. 
A Committee was hereupon appointed, to whom the 
abovefaid Lifts, &c. were referred ; who having began 
their Examination with the Court of Chancery, brought 
in a Report concerning the faid Court, of which we 
thall give the following Extra@ ; 


Extra 
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Extratt of the Report of the Committee to whom the feveral 
Lifts of Officers and their Deputies belonging to the fe- 
veral Courts in Weftminfter-Hall, and elfewhere, &c, 
were referred. 


HE Committee taking into Confideration the great 
§ Number of Officers and Clerks, who have prefented 
to this Houfe Litts of Fees, thought it neceflary to ex- 
amine into the Fees of the Officers of each Court fepa- 
rately ; and to begin with the Court of Chancery, which 
is a Court always open, and which exercifes the moft 
extenfive Jurifdiftion, and abounds with Clerks and 
Offcers. : 

The Committee enquired, of what Officers the Court 
of Chancery did anciently confift; and what Regulation 
of their Fees had been made ; and what Methods ufed te 
prevent the Increafe of unneceffary Officers, and the 
Exaétion of illegal Fees. 

It appeared to the Committee, that Commiffions to en- 
quire into the Behaviour of Officers in Courts of Juftice, 
Ecclefiaftical and Civil, were frequently iffued in for- 
mer Times to feveral great Officers of the Kingdom, and 
others, with Power to corref&t Abufes, and with Di- 
re&tion to certify their Proceedings either to the King in 
Council, or into the Court of Chancery. 

The Inrollment of two, fuch Commijfions in the Reign 
_ of ‘fames the Firft, and of four in the Reign of Charles 

the Firft, were produced to the Committee from the 
Records in the Chapel of the Rolls : But no fuch Com- 
miffion has iffued fince the Reftoration of Charles,the 
Second: ; 


Another Method of reforming Abufes in the Courts - 


of Juftice was, by the Prefentment of experienced 
Prafticers upon Oath, appointed by the Judges of the 
feveral Courts to enquire what Fees had been exatted, 
other than the ancient and ufual Fees. 

A Prefentment upon Oath of fifteen Perfons in the 
4oth of Elizadeth, for the better Reformation of fundry 
Exaftions and Abufes fuppofed to be committed by 
Officers, Clerks, and Minifters in the High Court of 
Chancery, was fhewed to the Commmittee; by which 
Prefentment it plainly appeared, who were the Officers 
4 the Court at that Time, and what were their legal 

ees. 


But 
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But as the Officers of the Court of Chancery are ex- 
ceedingly increafed fince that Time by Patents and 
Grants, and many Secretaries and Clerks, and other 
Honorary Attendants upon the Judges of that Court, 
appear now to claim large Fees, whofe Services were 
unknown to the ancient Prafticers in the goth of Eli- 
zabeth, the Committee thought it proper to make a Lift 
of fuch Offices, as appear to be ancient, and neceflary 
to the Juftice of the Court, and a Lift of fuch as have 
fince grown up infenfibly into. Offices of great Profit, 
and much increafed the Expence of thethe Proceeds 
ings of the Court: Which Lifts are hereunto annexed, 
Appendix N° I. and II. 

By the Prefentment of Fees in the goth of Elizabeth, 
and by the Lifts of Fees lately prefented to this Houfe, 
it appears, that many Fees of feveral ancient Officers 
then allowed continue the fame to this Time, particu- 
larly of the Examiners, the Curfitors, the Clerk of the 
Subpeena’s, the Clerk of the Chapel of the Rolls, the 
Clerks of the Petty Bag, the Six Clerks, and others ; 
which the Committee think very obfervable, and con- 
fider as the Effe&t of a good Regulation once eftablifhed, 
which has been able to preferve itfelf for above 120 
Years, againft the Incroachments of Officers oh all Sides 
in‘ the fame Court. 

The Abolition of the Court of Star-Chamber, and of 
the Court of Wards and Liveries, together with all the 
Writs and Proceedings of thofe Courts, has extinguifhed 
fome Offices, and reduced the Profit of fome ancient 
Officers of the Court of Chancery 3 and the Alteration, 
which Time has introduced into the Praftice of the 
Court, has greatly raifed the Profit of other Officers, 
who are concerned in the Proceedings in Equity, by 
the multiplying of Petitions, Bills, Anfwers, Plead- 
ings, Examinations, Decrees, and other Forms and Co- 
pies of them, and extending them frequently to an un- 
neceflary Length. 

It appeared to the Committee, that the Charge of 
Drawing and Entering an Order in the Court of Chancery 
anciently was but one or two Shillings, and never ex- 
ceeded 35. until the Time that the Office of Re- 
gifler was erefted, and a Grant made of it ; and that all 
Orders, Difmiffions, and Decrees were endorfed upon 
the Pleadings. The Fee of three Shillings and fix Pence 
for each Side in al] Caufes, and of feven Shillings a Side 
in Caufes by Confent, now claimed by the Regifter and 

his 











104 ~~ The Hifforical Regifter NeLXVI 


his Deputies, appear to the Committee to be a heavy 
Burthen upon the Client, efpecially confidering the long 
Recitals in Decrees and Orders of late Times, which 
the Deputy-Regifters did acknowledge to confift fre- 
quently of 20, 30, 49, or more Sides ; and confidering 
that other Forms in the fame Court, are charged 8 d. or 
at moft 1s. a Side. 

The Charge of Eight Pence a Side for Copies receiv’ 
by the Mafters, and by the Six Clerks is an ancient Fee, 
where Copies are neceflary ; but the Committee were 
inform’d, that Copies are frequently forc’d upon the 
Client contrary to his Defire, and claimed by Officers 
as due to them, or charged by Solicitors, tho’ neither 
claim’d or paid; which, confidering the prodigious 
Length of fome Forms, and that the whole Proceedings 
in Caufes confiit often of feveral Thoufand Sheets, is a 
grievous Abufe, that ought to be reform’d. 

The Mafters in Chancery claim 2s. for every Sum- 
mons, which the Committee admit to be reafonable ; 
but are inform’d, that Abufes have been often committed 
by a great Number of Summons iffuing without any 
Attendance of the Clerks or Solicitors, who neverthelefs 
may charge their Clients for fuch Summons and their 
Attendance, becaufe few Bills are regularly taxed be- 
fore the Mafters, which Mr. Holford and Mr. Elde, Ma- 
fters in Chancery, did afirm to be a principal Occafion of 
the Increafe of Expence in Caufes, the Solicitors gene- 
rally taking upon themfelves to tax one anothers Bills, 
and making what Allowances they think fit. 

The Committee apprehend, that the Fees of the Se- 
cretaries, Clerks, and other Officers, who do not appear 
to have been known formerly to the Court, have never 
undergone any publick Examination ; that many diffe- 
rent Offices render the Bufinefs of the Court very incon- 
venient to the Suitor, and greatly encourage the De- 
mand of new Fees. 

It appear’d to the Committee, that Orders had fome- 
times been made-for the Officers to hang up publickly 
Lifls of their Fees, moft of which Lifts are fince with- 
drawn, or have been fuffer’d to decay, and become fo 
ufelefs, that the Officers themfelves feemed often doubt- 
ful what Fees to claim 3 and moft of them rely’d upon 
no better Evidence, than fome Information from their 
Predeceffors, or the Deputies of their Predeceffors, that 
fuch Fees had been demanded and receiv’d, 
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Among the various Claims of thofe, who now call 
themfelves Officers of the Court of Chancery, none ap- 
pear’d more extraordinary to the Committee, than the 
Fee of the Secretary and Clerk of the Briefs, who, up- 
on Grants to enable Perfons to beg and colleét Alms, 
claim and frequently receive a Fee of 40, 50, or 60). 
And the Regifter takes befides, 12 or 132, for ftamping 
and telling the Briefs$ which Fees, with other great 
Charges upon the Colle&tion, devour three Parts in four 
of what is given for the Relief of Perfons reduc’d to 
extreme Poverty by Fire, or other Accidents. 

The Clerk of the Lunaticks and Ideots informed the 
Committee, that he had never feen any Account of his 
Fees “till lately ; he believes, not "till a Lift of them 
was order’d to be laid before this Houfe ; that Mr. Lewis, 
who had been Deputy in his Office for 34 Years, had 
conftantly refufed to fhew any, Lift to Mr. Bennet his 
Predeceffor ; and that he had no other Rule in the De- 
mand of his Fees, for three or four Years, but Receipts 
and loofe Papers, which he foynd in his, Office; but 
that the Fees which he took, appear to agree exafily 
with the Fees contain’d in the Liit, which he has fo 
lately difcover’d. 

Such were the Accounts of Fees, which the Officers 
gave the Committee, who took into Confideration the 
great Difficulty they had even to difcover of what Offi- 
cers, Clerks, and Minifters the Court of Chancery does at 
prefent confift, or in what Terms to defcribe their Off- 
ces and Employments, fo as to make them difcover 
themfelves ; and obferving how little able or willing 
many Officers were. to give any SatisfaStory Account of 


the Fees they claim and receive, came to the following 
Refolutions. ' 


Refolved, 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That the 
Jong Difufe of publick Enquiries into the Behaviour of 
the Officers, Clerks, and Miniflers of the Courts of Ju- 
ftice, has been an Occafion of the Increafe of unneceffa- 


ry Officers, and given Encouragement to the taking ille- 
gal Fees. 


Refolved, 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That the 
Intereft which a great Number of Officers and Clerks 
have in the Proceedings in the Court of Chancery, has 
been a principal Caufe of extending Bills, Anfwers, 
Pleadings, Examinations, ~~ other Forms, and a spe 
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them to an unneceflary Length, to the great Delay of 
' Juftice, and the Oppreffiun of the Subjeé. 

~  Refolved, 

That it is the Opinion of this Committee, That a 
Tabie of all the Officers, Minifters, and Clerks, and of 
their Fees in the Court of Chancery, fhould be fixed and 
eftablifhed by Authority, which Table fhould be regifter’d 
in a Book in the faid Court, to be at all Times infpetted 
gratis ; and a Copy of it fign’d and attefled by the Judges 
of the Court, fhould be returned to each Houfe of Par- 
liament, to remain among the Records. 





APPENDIX. N®I, 


A LIST of the Officers of the Court of Chancery in the 
Fortieth Year of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth. 


HE Matfters of the Chancery. 
‘The Clerk of the Crown. 

The Prothonotary. 

The Clerk of the Hanaper. 

The Six Clerks. 

The Clerks of the Petty Bag. 

The Examiners. 

The Curfitors. 

The Regifter. 

The Warden of the Fleet. 

The Uther. 

The Sealer and Chafe Wax. 

The Clerk of the Difpenfations and Faculties. 

The Clerk of the Leafes. 

The Clerk for Commiffions of Appeal. _ 

The Clerk of the Records in the Tower. 

The Clerk for Licences and Pardons of Alienafions. 

The Clerk for writing of Cuftodies and Procefs out 
of the Court of Wards. 

The Clerk for writing the Procefs in the Star-Chamber. 

The Clerk for writing Subpcena’s in the Chancery. 

The Clerk for writing of Prefentations. 

The Clerk for writing of Proteftions for Hofpitals. 

The Clerk for writing of Licences for Wines. 

The Office for filing of the Englifh Pleadings exhibited 
in Chancery. 

The Office for the Examination of Letters Patents ia 
the Chancery. 

The Clerk of the Chapel in the Rolls. 

The Clerks of the Inrolments, nen 
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wa LIST of the Officers of the Court of Chancery, in 
the Yeay 1732. 


HE Mafters in Chancery. 
The Clerk of the Crown, 

The Prothonotary. 

The Clerk of the Hanaper. 

The Comptrollers of the Hanaper. 

The Six Clerks. 

The Sixty Clerks. 

The Clerks of the Petty-Bag. 

The Examiners. 

The Copying Clerks in the Office of the Examiners. 

The Curfitors. s 

The Regifter. 

The Clerk of the Reports 

The Entring Clerks in the Regifter’s Offce, 

The Warden of the Fleet, 

The Ubher. 

The Sealer. 

The Chafe-Wax. 

The Clerk of the Difpenfations and Faculties, 

The Clerk of the Prefentations. 

The Clerk of the Leafes. 

The Keeper of the Records in the Tower. 

The Patentees of the Subpcena-Office. 

The Clerk of the Chapel of the Rolls, 

The Clerks of the Inrolments. 

The Clerk of the Patents. 

The Clerk of the Briefs. 

The Clerk of the Cuftodies, ami Patentee for making 
out of Commifions of Lunaticks and Ideors. 

The Patentee of the Six-penny Writ Office, 

The Patentees for making out Commiffions of Bank- 
ruptcy. 

The Regifter for enrolling Proceedings in Matters of 
of Bankruptcy, 

The Regifier of Affidavits. 

The Receiver of the Fines, 

The Serjeant at Arms attending the Great Seal, 

The Meffenger attending the Great Seal, 

The Door-keeper of the Court. 
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The Purfe-Bearer 

The Secretary 

The Secretary of the Prefentations 

The Secretary of the Commifiions of 
the Peace, &c. 

The Secretary of the Commiffions of- 
Lunacy and Ideocy 

The Secretary of the Commiffions of .,to the Lord 
Bankruptcy Chancellor, 

The Secretary of the Briefs 

The Secretary of Decrees and Injunc- 
tions | 

The Secretary of the Appeals 

The Gentlemen of the Chambers 

The Uther of the Hall 

The Porter y 

The Secretaries 

The Secretary of Caufes 

The Secretary of Decrees and Injunc- M4 ei a 

ions 

: The Gentlemen of the Chamber 





The Refolutions of the Committee being feverally | 


read a fecond Time, were, upon the Queftion feverally 
put thereupon, agreed unto by the Houfe, nem. con, 


But the moft important Enquiry made this Seffion re. 
Jated to the Charitable Corporation. This Society was 
firft ereé@ted in the Time of Queen Anne ; their profeffed 
Intention being to lend Money at legal Intereft, with a 
reafonable Allowance for Charges ; to the Poor upon 
fmall Pledges ; and to Perfons of better Rank, as Tra- 
ders, &c. (who, upon particular Emergencies might be 
fireightened for Money) upon an anfwerable Security of 
Goods. Their Capital was at firft limited ta 30,000/, 
afterwards the Crown gave Licence to them ‘to increafe 
the fame to 100,000/. and again, in the Reign of his 

refent Majefty, they received Licence for a Capital of 
600,000/. This Charter being granted to the Corpora- 
tion, they made Application to have the fame confirmed 
by A& of Parliament in the laft Seffion ;-and a Bill for 
that Purpofe paffcd the Houfe of Commons; but there 
wis fuch vigorous Oppofition made to it, that it was 
dropt in the Houfe of Lords. However, upon the Sup- 
port of the Royal Charter, the Corporation went on; 
*til], on a fudden, about the Beginning of Odtoder laft, 
two of the chief Officers difappear’d on the fame Day, 

namely, 
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namely, George Rodinfon, Efq; their Cathire, and Fohn 
Thompfon, the Warehoufe-keeper. This gave the Pro- 
prietors a very great Alarm 3; and the State of the Cor- 
ration’s Affairs, that afterwards appear’d, gave them 
Fut too much Reafon for it. Three General Courts 
were held Oétoder 19, Nov.18, and Dec. 21, in whicha 
Committee was appointed from among the chief Pro- 
prietors, to infpeft the State of their Affairs. The Re 
port brought in by the Committee difclos’d a very cala- 
mitous Scene to the Perfons concern’d ; it being found, 
that for a Capital of above 500,000/. no Equivalent 
- was found to the Value of 30,000/. the Remainder ha- 
ving been difpofed of by Ways that no one was able to 
give Account of. The Particulars of this furprizing 
Affair are found in the following Report made by the 
Committee to the General Court. 





The Revorm of the Gentlemen appointed by the General 
Courts of the CHARITABLE CORPORATION, (the 
19th of O&tober, 18th of November, and 21/2 of De- 
cember aft) to in/peét the State of their Affairs, &c. 
By Dr. Mowsray, Chairman, to the General Court of 
the 12th of January 1731-2. 


Gentlemen, 
ik may be fuppofed, that your Infpeflors mutt, by 

this Time, be furnifh’d with fuficient Materials, to 
lay before you a true State of your Affairs, of the Frauds 
of fome, and the Negligence of others, whereby your 
Capital has been embezil’d ; and of the Steps which 
they have taken, in order to prevent the like Abufes for 
the future, and to do the Proprietors and Creditors of 
this Corporation, all the Juftice which their prefent 
unhappy Situation will permit. 

If we fhould not fully anfwer all your Expeétations 
upon thefe Heads, it muft be attributed to the Confufion 
in which we found yout whole Affairs; to the Want of 
proper Lights and Affiftance from thofe, who alone were 
able to furnifh them ;.to the many Difputes we have 


been engaged in; and to the frequent Calls of General : 


Courts, ‘calculated for the carrying of Queftions, that, 
we apprehend, were contrary-to the Welfare of the Cor- 
oration 3 and in which, had your Enemies fuccecded, 
hey might have thrown a Veil over the blackeft Scene 
_ of Iniquity, that has perhaps appear’d in any Age or 

Country, 
As 
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As to the true State of your Affairs at prefent, it cane 
not be laid before you more properly, than by the Com- 
pany’s General Account, as we find it flated to Michaelmas 
laft ; which is now given in to the General Court. 

(Here the Account was read, and is as follows, viz} 





CHARITABLE Corporation, Dr. 
1731. . 
Sept. 20. To Fund paid in by the Pro- 
vitae aun i $353,817 ba 
To Notes ftanding out m= 194,002 10 
To Intereft on ditto 5,653 10 
To Bonds iffued —— 35,900 00 
To'Intereft on ditto 214 It 
To Dividends yet unpaid ————e_992 
To Surpluffes on Sales yet? , 
1292 


Ss. 


® 


Av OBO VO 


unpaid 
To Mr. Oaker 333 
To Thomas ones —————— ———_ 132 
To Ballance 11,976 














§145370 
Dividend at 3s. per) . 
Share on 70763 i brobig 10 06 
‘Shares, is 
ThisDividend taken — 
from the above Bal- 
Jance, there ought 
to remain in the 
Cafhier’s Hands, a 
Surplus of 





1362 02 11} 





11976 13 05+ 


Oit. 9. To Bonds iffued to Geo. Ro- 
binfon, oy 4000 oo 00 





Which, added to the above Charge, 


makes it in all amount to the $518,370 14 06; 
Sum of 
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Per Contra Cr. 
1731. 2 
Sept. 30. By an Old Debt paid §,000 
By Cath : 4.45534 
By Borrowers —— 397,780 
By Intereft and Charges due 
on Pledges = ee $44,730 
By ‘John Thomfon —— 3,487 
By William Higgs 25 
By the Houfe in Spring-Gar- 8 
den (about) omtmmns ¥ §"9539 
By Profit on Transfers 273 











3 : $14,370 
Sign’d, in Purfuance of a Minute 


of November 10, 1731, (Errors 
excepted) by 
. JouHN VENABLES, Accomptant, 


Ot. 9. By Geo. Robinfon, for Bonds 
she befides the above Cah 4909 00 o 





518,370 14 6} 


N. B. The-above Article of 44,5347. 6s. 94.4 Cath, 
is all, to a Trifle, in the Hands of George Robin/on, 
the Bankrupt, befides the above Bonds. 


The Account ftanding thus, we beg Leave to make our 
Obfervations. 

The Principal Money here charged, as lent on Pledges, 
is 397,7801. 1s. 8id.and the Intereft due thereupon is 
faid to be 44,730/. 13s. 6d. yet upon Infpeéting the 
Vouchers in your Cafhier’s Office on Laurence-Pountney 
Hill, we do not find Certificates and Receipts for above 
159,276/. 11s. and a great Number of thefe Receipts, 
dated in or about April laft, amounting to no lefs than 
44,8741. 10s. were never fign’d by the Borrowers. It 
farther appears by your Ledgers, that a Sum of 55287. 
iss. 33d, aftually lent, has been repaid by the Bor- 

rowers. 
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rowers. This therefore, with the faid 44,8747. 105. 





being deduéted from 159,276/. 11s. reduces the Number _ 


of Certificates fign’d by the Warehoufe-keeper, to the 
Amount of 108,873/. 5s. 8id. 

And even thefe we have Reafon to believe are many of 
them fistitious, fince there are no Goods found to anfwer 
them ; and the real Pledges in the faid Office, for which 
there are Pledge-Numbers, as appears at prefent by com- 
paring the Books with the Inventory, amount only to 
the principal Sum of 11,747/. 18s. exclufive of a 
Pledge of Tobacco, and fome others of Wines, lodg’d 
in Out-Warehoufes, amounting to about as much more. 
We muft farther obferve to you, that in the Pledge- 
Ledger, the Loans are 5069/. 11s. 544. lefs, than 
what they are flated to you in this Account.* This, 
we apprehend, muft have been done with Defign to fup- 
port the Dividend declared at Michaelmas laft, and there- 
by keep up the Price of Shares, ’till the Accomplices in 
thefe Tranfa€tions fhould have fold out their Properties. 

The next confiderable Article in your Account, is 
that of 145,770/. 11s. 11d. for Notes and Bonds, and 
Intereft due upon them, befides 4ooo/. more in Bonds, 
advanced to George Robinfon the oth of Oétober. And 
here we beg Leave to lay before you one of thofe perni- 
cious Praétices, that has greatly contributed towards 
the Ruin of the Corporation ; and that is, the i/uing of 
new Notes upon the Renewal of old Pledges. In this the 
Fraud has been but too evident ; for when the old 
Notes bécame due, which the Cafhier was not able te 
difcharge, the fictitious Pledgers, and perhaps fome 
real ones, went to his Office, and paid off what was 
due for Intereft and Charges +, at the fame Time renew- 

ing 





* The Clerks happen to be miftaken in thefe laft Figures. . 


But however, the Inference is both fupported and juftify’d 
dy feveral other Fatts, viz. Firft, dy the making out of one 
Account laf? Michaelmas, 'which not anfwering their Ends, 
another, ftill more /purious; was made out, and laid before 
the General Court, to corre{pond with the Dividend then 
declar’d, at leaft to amufe the Proprietors. 

+ The fame Day that Wovlley, Warren, and others, 
have renew'd Pledges, that appear to be fittitious, they 
have made another Pledge of the fame Nature, for as muck 
“Money as paid off the Intereft and Charges due on fuck 
Pledges as they had a Mind to renew. This feems to have 
deen a common Prattice, 
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ing their refpeftive Pledges ; whereupon new Certifi- 
cates were made out, and new Notes iffued to the fame 
Value as the former, though the old Notes had not yet 
been call’d in or paid off. So that by this Means there 
was {carce any Pledge of a confiderable Value, for which 
there were not two Notes given out. Whereas, if this 
Artifice had not prevented it, the old Notes muft have 
appeared at the Office for Payment, when fuch of your 
Direftors, as were free from Guilt, would have been 
naturally led to have ordered the refpeftive Pledges to 
be fold ; which, when found wanting, would inflantly 
have dete&ted the Cheat. This leads us to remark to 
you, that whatfoever Right your Managers had to coin 
Notes, can certainly no way jufiify their doing it in 
this collufive Manner; but as to their Praétice of ifJis 
ing out Bonds, we are ata Lofs toknow, from whence 
they pretend to derive their Authority ; fince they are 
neither impowered by the Words of the Charter, nor 
by any Refolution of the General Court. 

There is but one Charge more in the Account, which 
we fhall at prefent take Notice of, and that is, 3487/. 
19s. 5 d. faid to be in Thomp/on’s Hands, on Account of 
Sales. Now fince there haye been no Sales for near 
two Years paft, we cannot fee under what Pretence this 
Money could be lodg’d with him, unlefs by the mere 
Good Will of the Managers, fince he was not the Ca- 
fhier, nor the proper Officer for this Purpofe *. 

P 






















We 









* This is but a trifling Inféance of their Indulgence to 
him 5 for, on Examination, we find, they have allow’d this 
Money to lie in his Hands thefe four Years paft ; befides 
another Sum of about 60001. the Produce of the two laft 
Sales, July 17303 of which, however, no Mention is 
made in this Account 5 but, on the contrary, feands faljiy 
charg’d on the Borrowers, as bearing Intereft 5 whereas, 
being in Thompfon’s Hands, no Intereft could be expetted. 
Again, moreover it appears by the Pledge-Leidgers, that 
Thompfon has actually borrow’d in.his own Name, upon 
feveral pretended Pledges, the Sum of 91491. tos. dy 
which Means it is manifeft, that he has avowedly, as if it 
were by Authority, robbed the Corporation, in Principal 
and Intereft, of above double the Sum, call’d the Ballance 
of this General Account ; defides all the clandeftine Tranf- 
ations he and his Accomplices have carried on, of which 
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We muft next inform you of the Frauds and Mif: 
management of thofe who have been intrutted with the 
Conduét of your Affairs, which indeed appear to us in 
every Step. 

Your Cafh-Books do not feem for fome Years, if ever, 
to have been duly examined or compared with the 
Vouchers ; which, in common Juftice, ought to have 
been done at leaft as often as any Dividends were tobe 
declared ; fince otherwife fuch Dividends muft be made 
without any real Foundation. By this unpardonable 
Negleé&t, Room was left for all forts of Villany ; Figures 
might be-alter’d ; Figures might be added; and we have 
difcovered Entries aftually made of confiderable Sums as 
lent, for which no Pledges were ever depofited ; for when, 
purfuant to the Dates of fuch Entries, we have demanded 
Certificates and Receipts as Vouchers, either none at all, 
or very infufficient (not fign’d) ones have been produced, 

Your Pledge-Journals are in the fame Condition ; for 
befides that, none of thofe, which after the moft dili- 
gent Search have come to our Hands, are later than the 
Year 1729, fo thefe contain an Account of vaft Sums 
lent, for which no Pledges are fpecified. 

Some Perfons, who appear in your Books to be very 
large Borrowers, have declared they are wholly ignorant 
of any Money received, or Pledges depofited by them’; 
but acknowledge that they have at Thomp/on’s Requeft, 
fign’d many Bills of Sale, Defeazances, and Receipts on 
the Backs of Certificates, without knowing of any 
Pledges, or receiving any Money to anfwer fuch 
Vouchers. Your very Warchoufe-keeper Fohn Thomp/in 
(the Bankrupt) has been one of your great Borrowers, 
and has pretended to pledge and borrow in his own 
Name, and at the fame Time to certify for himfelf; 
which was, it feems, permitted him, and allowed by 
the Dire&tors to the Cafhier in pafling his Accompts. 
Thomas Hodgson, a Servant of George Robinfon (the Bank- 
rupt) is charged as borrowing no lefs than 22000/. 
in one Day. Nathaniel Lovell, a menial Servant of the 
Corporation, is entred as a Borrower of no lefs than 
2500/. another Day. Ina Word, Woolley and Warren, 

Francis 








120 Veflize can be traced. Hence, the World may judge, 
avhat Grounds thefe Gentlemen had for declaring a Di- 
uidend laff Michaelmas, and what Motives they had for 


ie doing. 
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Francis Thompfon, Fohn Thompfin, Thomas Thompfon, Georze 
Robinfon, Thomas Hodgson, Thomas Leafe, Nathaniel 
Lovell, David Avery, Thomas Jones, fames Graham, and 
George Crook/hanks, one half of them Perfons belonging to 
the Corporation, and moft of the reft wholly unknown, are 
the Borrowers of no lefs, in Principal and Intereft, than 
364.4891. 5s. 6d. We cannot therefore queftion but 
your Lofs, upon fictitious Pledges, muft be extremely 
greats; not to be recompenced in any Degree by the 
Effets we find in the Warehoufe, for which there are 
no Certificates. For, fuch has been the Irregularity of 
your Officers, that as there are many Certificates with- 
out Pledges, fo there are fume Pledges without Cer- 
tificates. 

In the late Warehoufe-keeper (Thomp/on’s) Office, we 
found a Cheque-Book, with blank Bills of Sale, De- 
feazances, and Receipts, fign’d by Francis Thompfon, a 
Servant to Mefflieurs Woolley and Warren, fome in his 
own, and fome in the Name of his Mafters; by the 
filling up of thefe, and the making out of falfe Certi- 
ficates, it was continually in the Warehoufe-keeper’s 
Power to draw from your Cafhier what Sums he pleafed. 
And doubtlefs, this has been one of the principal Me- 
thods, whereby your Capital has been embezzled. 

Nor have thefe pernicious Praftices been only carried 
on of late; No, they feem to have been the Work of 
fome Years; fince, notwithftanding the Pretence of 
great Dealings, yet have Faikney and Leafe, two of 
Thompfon’s Clerks, fworn, that during the three Years 
they ferved in his Office, they never faw or heard of 
any confiderable Pledge made, or lodged in any Out- 
Warehoufe, upon the Corporation Account, except one 
Parcel of Tobacco, ftill remaining. It is furprizing, 
confidering the vaf{t Sums lent, this fhould be almoift 
the only Out-Warehoufe belonging to the Corporation. 
And fince your Managers have no where found charged 
in their Accounts any Sums for Rent of Warehoufes, 
one might have reafonably imagined, that this alone 
ought to have led them to the Deteétion of the Frauds, 
which their Officers were committing ; fince they might 
be well affured, that Pledges to the Value of 397,780 /. 
1s. 8d. + would require no fmall Warehoufe-room to 
be lodged in. 

Your-Officers could not, indeed, have run any great 
Lengths towards your Ruin, had not the Direstors 
(fome through Ignorance, or fupine Negligence, others 
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perhaps from worfe Motives) contributed to it, by leav- 
ing every Thing at their own Difcretion. Had they, 
as they ought to have done, in common Juftice to the 
Proprietors, and in Difcharge of the Truft they had ac- 
cepted, either from Time to Time infpetted your Books, 
or examined your Warehoufes ; nay, had they not moft 
unwarrantably taken away thofe prudent Checques upon 
your Officers, which, upon the firft Outfet of the Com- 
pany, in the Year 1726, were wifely inftituted, thefe 
palpable Frauds and Abufes could not have been com- 
jnitted. ; 

Of thefe we fhall lay before you fome remarkable 
Inftances. The 31/f of March 1726, your Committee 
appointed, that the Cafhier, every Tue/day, fhould give 
in a weekly Account of all the Cath received and iffued, 
and produce the Ballance then in his Hands: This was 
declar’d a Standing Order; yet was never duly ob- 
ferv’d. On the 6th of May 1726, a Surveyor was ap- 
pointed to infpeét the Warehoufes, and give in a weekly 
Report to the Committee of all the Pledges there, 
with his Obfervations upon them: In the September 
following this neceffary Officer was laid afide. As a 
further Controul upon the Warehoufe-keeper, the Cathier 
firft, and then the Accomptant, kept a diftiné&t Key from 
him of the Warehoufes ; but by an Order of the 13th 
of May 1726, upon Thompfon’s own Motion, thefe Keys 
were taken away from the Accomptant, and it was di- 
refted, that they fhould be left with Lovell the Mef- 
fenger. Yet even this Shadow of a Checque was never 
put in Execution, but all the Keys remained in Thomp- 
fon’s own Hands, ’till the Day of his Departure. By 
an Order of ‘June the 28th, 1726, the Accomptant was 
requir’d to lay before the Committee, every Week, an 
Account of all Pledges that became forfeited : This too 
‘was never complied withal. The 29th of uly 1726,’ 
it was ordered, that the Accomptant or Cafhier fhould 
give in a weekly Account to the Regifter, of all Notes 
iffued on Pledges, with their Numbers, Sums, and 
Dates; fo that here was a proper Officer appointed for 
regiftring Notes, yet do we not find that, in Reality, 
there ever was fuch an Officer, or fuch an Account 
given in, as is here prefcribed. On the 11th of April, 
1727, it was appointed, that an Account of all Pledges 
gaade to the Corporation, fhould be entred in a Book, 
to Le laid upon the Table, as often as the Committee 
of Accompts, or the Gentlemen of the Day, who oa 
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tended in the Houfe, fhould meet ; and that the Dates 
of the Times, when each Pledge was taken in, and the 
Place where it was depofited; as alfo of the Redemption 
or Renewal of the fame, fhould be fet forth in that 
Account. This important Order was no more regarded 
than the foregoing. And the fame Fate attended ano- 
ther Refolution of the 26th of September 1727, whereby 
it was ftri@tly enjoined, that every Certificate thould 
fpecify, where every refpettive Pledge was lodged. 

- Had thefe juft, thefe neceffary Checques been obferved, 
had not fome of them (by exprefsOrder) been taken away, 
and all of them rendred ineffe&tual, by a Negleé& fo 
grofs, as carries in it the ftrongeft Sufpicion of fome- 
thing worfe, your Affairs could never have been reduced 
to the unhappy Situation they are now in. 

But left this Report fhould fwell to a Bulk too large, 
we beg Leave to add only in general, that we have 
made many more Obfervations upon the Methods, 
whereby thefe Frauds have been carried on ; and that 
we are Matters of many other Faéts by which we can 
not only fupport what has been here advanced, but 
alfo much more, in proper Time and Place. 

After having thus laid before you the Condué of 
others, it may be neceffary to give you fome Account 
of ourown. For, though Enquiries of the Nature of 
thofe, which we have already given you a Detail of, 
are beth very tedious and expenfive, yet we have not 
beftow’d all our Time on them ; No, we have likewife 
attended’ to other Matters as necefflary to the Welfare of 
the Corporation. We have advifed and aflifted in ma- 
king Inventories, before a Notary Publick, of all the 
Pledges or Effeéts found within or without Doors, as 
well as of all the Books and Papers in the refpettive 
Offices, examining and comparing them with each other, 
as far as our Time would permit, and then fecuring 
them from further Imbezzlement. We have attended 
ourfelves, and appointed fuch Clerks and Officers as we 
could confide in, to attend with us upon the Com- 
miffioners of Bankrupt, and other neceffary Services of 
the Corporation. We have ufed our beft Endeavours to 
fecure all Effefts belonging to the Bankrupts, Robinfon 
and Thomp/on, and for that Purpofe have advifed the fend- 
ing down a Commiffion to examine the Relations of. the 
Satter in Scotland : We have alfo taken other proper 
Meafures to difcover and feize his Effeéts in foreign 
Parts, We have conftantly attended at the Office in 
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checquing of Notes, in order to difligguifh thofe which 
have beenfraudulently iffued or negotiated, from thofe 
for which a valuable Confideration has been paid; the 
Knowledge of which, we hope, will confiderably leffen 
the Debts of the Corporation. We have examin’d the 
Security Bonds of all fuch Officers as we have Reafon 
to believe have been guilty of a Breach of their Truft, 
and have advifed that they may be immediately fued. 
We have taken particular Care that your Effeéts ftill 
remaining fhould be preferv’d and apprais’d by intelli- 
gent Perfons in. order for a Sale. We have attended daily 
at the Board, according to your Appointment, in order 
to give the Direttors our Advice and Affiftance upon 
all Emergencies, This has been the Work of our Morn- 
ings, whilft our Evenings have been employ’d for fome 
Time, in attending the Commiffioners of Bankrupt againft 

hompfon and Rodinfon, often, even till Midnight 5 and 
in confulting the propereft Meafures that might be 
taken for the Beneht of the Corporation. Upon this 
Head we fhall only further take Notice, That, befides 
our Lofs of Time (almoft to a total Negleé& of private 
Affairs) we have defrayed our own Charges, and carriéd 
on all thefe Affairs, excepting what relates to the Com- 
mifhons of Bankrupt, at our own Expence. 

We farther beg Leave to acquaint you with fome 
Particulars relating to Mr. Robinfon’s, your late Banker’s, 
Behaviour. Your Infpeftors were always, of Opinion, 
that the fuperfeding the Statute of Bankrupt againft 
him was the moft effe€tual Method of ftifling any Dif- 
coveries he might have made: Yet, when he volun- 
tarily came in, they defir’d the Commiffioners to fuf- 
pend all Proceedings againft him, and defer the Ap- 
pointment of Affignees till the 17th of December; by 
which Time he had undertaken to give in his Accompts, 
to fubmit freely to be examin’d upon Oath before 
the Commifioners, and to give all fuch further Satis- 
faftion to your Committee, as could be expefted from 
him. On the other Hand, we gave him the ftrongeft 
Affurances, that, if this was done fairly, he fhould meet 
with the utmoft Indulgence, and his Affairs fhould be 
made eafy to him, in Proportion to the Benefit the 
Corporation might reap from his Difcoveries. But, 
wpon the Day fix’d for receiving his Accompts and 
Propofals, inflead of attending either on the Committee, 
or on the Commiffioners of Brankrupt, Mr. Gooftry 
(his Attorney) inform’d them, that Mr, Robinfon had 
thought 
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thought fit once more to abfent himfelf from the King- 
dom. From whence it may be eafily conjeftured, how 
great a Prejudice the Company muft have received, by 
fuperfeding the Statute taken out againft him. 

In fine, we muft affure you, that as nothing in our 
Power has been negletted, which might be for your In- 
tereft and Advantage ; fo we are extremely forry to tel! 
you, that, in the bad Circumftances to which your 
Affairs are brought, you can expect no Relief, no Re- 
drefs for your paft Wrongs, no Security for your re- 
maining Properties, but by a fleadvy and unanimous 
Purfuit of thofe, who have fo manifefily abufed your 
Confidence. 

N. B.’No Notiee is taken of the reft of the Account, 
nor of the Houfe in Spring-Garden, at this Time, 








In Purfuance of this Report, the Corpcration agreed 
to petition the Houfe of Commons for Redrels, which 
was accordingly done on the third of February. The 
Petition was favourably receiv’d, and a Committee ap- 
pointed to enquire into the State of the Corporation. 
Upon hearing the Report made by the Committee, 
Sir Robert Sutton and Sir Archibald Grant, Members of 
of the Houfe, were expell’d; and a Bill was brought 
into the Houfe of Commons, which afterwards paffed 
into an A@, to reftrain Sir Robert Sutton, Sir Archidald 
Grant, Dennis Bond, and William Burroughs, Efqrs. Mr. 
George Fackfon, Mr. Benjamin Robinfon, Richard Woolley, 
and Thomas Warren (who had been found Delinquent in 
this Affair by Refolutions of the Houfe) from going out 
of the Kingdom, or alienating their Effefts; and to 
oblige William Squire (who was withdrawn) to furrender 
himfelf. 

While this Bill was going through the Houfe of 
Commons, on the roth of May, a Letter was deliver’d 
to them, written by Signor ohn Angelo Belloni, an emi- 
nent Banker at Rome, and dire&ted to the Committee ap- 
pointed to confider the Petition of the Charitable Cor- 
poration, or in their Abfence to Sir Robert Sutton, Sir 
‘Fohn Shadwell, Walter Mole/worth, Efq; Dr. ‘John Mowe 

' bray, or any one of them ; which Gentlemen were very 
deeply interefted in the Affairs of that Corporation ; 
giving an Account that ‘Join Thompfon was arrefted at 
Rome, and Books. and Papers of his were feized, and 
himfelf confined in the Caftle St. Angelo there. Upon 
this, that Committee which had left Sitting fome Time 

before, 
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before, was revived, and the Letter communicated to 
them; but was brought again by them before the 
Houfe, as being thought by the Committee of too dark 





and dangerous a Nature for them to give their Opinion . 


about it. Upon this, the Letter being tranflated by a 
Committee of their own Members, the whole Houfe 
took it into Confideration ; but it being there looked on 
as an Artifice of the Enemies to the Government, calcu- 
lated to infinuate a favourable Opinion of the Preten- 
der’s Party, under a Pretext of great Zeal for Juftice and 
Affeétion for the Englifh Nation, the fame was rejeéted 
with great Indignation ; and the two Houfes concurred 
in an Order that the fame fhould be publickly burnt 
by the Hands of the common Hangman on thé 26th of 
that Inftant, at the Royal-Exchange, which was accord- 
ingly done. ; 
The Letter it felf is here inferted in French, the Lan-. 
ge it was written in, with a very literal Tranflation 
publifh’d in the Paper call’d, The Free Briton ; to which 
we. fhall add Thomp/fon’s Propofals therein mentioned, 
with the Refolution of the Houfe of Cemmons upon 
the whole. 


The Original Letter. 


A Rome /e game May 
Meffieurs, - 23me ‘Avril. ¢ ave 
r VEST avec beaucoup de plaifir que je profite d’une occas 
fion, qui s’eft prefentee pour montrer mon eftime, B 
mon affeétion pour la Nation Angloife, en contribuant 
aVavantage de plufieurs Particuliers de ce Royaume, B 
par confequent a la Satisfattion du Parlement, & de la 
Nation meme. 
Comme les Fraudes, qui ont ete commifes dans ? Admini- 
Stration de la Compagnie Charitable, ont fait beaucoup de 


bruit par tout, ona ett icy vivement touché des maux dont . 


elles ont ete laCaufe, 8 on a fenti I Interét que la Nation 
avoit d’y remedier, ce quine pouvoit etre effectue qu’en fe 
faiffifant dela Perfonne, des Papiers, des Livres, et des 
Effects du Sieur Thompfon, a quoy le Parlement n’avoit 
pas encore pe parvenir. A cet effet comme on avoit eu avis, 
que le dit Thompfon pourroit venir a Rome fous un Nom 
emprunte, on a pris les mefures neceffaires pour Tarrefter 
quand il y feroit arrive, ce qui a ete execute. On sveft 
faifi en meme temps de fes Papiers, des Lettres quil a 
rech a’ Angleterre depuis qwil en etoit parti, des Copies de 
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Lettres qu'il a ecrites a fes Confidents, et des Notes de fes 
Affaires les plus fecrettes. Il eft a prefent luy meme dans 
le Chateau St. Ange, de cette facon dans une ef{pece de Ne- 
ceffite de decouvrir tout le miftere de cette affaire, ce qu'il 
a fait amplement en decouvrant non [culement les Livres & 
les effets de la Compagnie, mais anffiles fiens propres. Cela 
etant fait on m’a chargé de communiquer cette important 
decouyerte a qui & ou il conviendroit pour le bien & 
Pavantage de la Nation. Ceft pour quoy je depeché, {ans 
delay un Courier a un de mes Corre{poridents a Paris avec 
tous les Papiers qui ont rapport a cette affaire, a fin quil 
trouve les moyens de vous les faire remettre. Mais comme 
Vequité exige que les Proprietairs de la Compagnie chari« 
table (qui tireront un fi grand avantage de cette decou~ 
werte) fe pretent a de certaines conditions avant que les 
Papiers, & les Ecrits vous foient remis, j’ay ordonne a mon 
Correfpondent dinfifter que ces conditions frient prealable- 
ment accordees, €3 de regarder en attendant ces Ecrits 
comme un fimple Depot entre fes mains, fans les en laijfer 
fortir jufques a ceque cela foit fait, & je ne doute point 
que cette precaution, auffi bien que les conditions, ne paroi/* 
fent juftes & raifonnables a tous ceux yui font intereffex. 
dans cette affaire. 

Metant ainfi acquitte de ma Commiffion il xe me refle 
gne de vous prier d’etre perfuade de mon refpett pour la 
Nation € deTenvie que j’auray toujours de contribuey a 
fon avantage, Fay ? Honneur @etre 

Meffieurs, 
Votre tres humble, & tres 

Obeiffant Serviteur 
FEAN ANGE BELLONI, 





Addreffed 

A Meffieurs du Committe du Parlement d’ Angleterre eta- 
bli fur les affaires de la Corporation Gharitable, ou file dit 
Committe ne fubfifte plus, a Meffieurs le Chevalier Robert 
Sutton, le Chevalier Jean Shadwell, Walter Molefworth, 
Doftcur Jean Mowbray, ou a quelqw’un @eux. 
A Londres. 


The Tranflation. 


Rome, the 4th of meh hi 
Gentlemen, é 23d of April, 732. 

T is with much Pleafure, that I embrace an Op- 

i portunity, which hath prefented itfelf, to thew my 

fecm and my AffeStion for the Enzli/i Nation, in con- 

: tributing 
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tributing to the Advantage of many Perfons of the faid 
Kingdom, and confequently to the Satisfaction of the 
Parliament, and of the Nation itfelf. 

As the Frauds, which have been committed in the 
Management of the Charitable Corporation, have made 
much Noife every where, we have here been touched in 
a lively Manner with the Evils which they have occas 
fioned ; and we are /enfidle of the Intereft that the Na- 
tion hath in their Remedy, which could not be effet&ted 
but by feizing of the Perfon, the Papers, the Books 
and Effeéts of the Sieur Thompfon, to which the Parlia- 
ment had not as yet been able to attain. ' 

To this Purpofe, as We had received Advice, that 
the faid Thomp/on might come to Rome, under a borrow. 
ed Name, we have taken the neceflary Meafures to arrett 
him when he fhould arrive, which hath been executed: 
We have feized at the fame Time his Papers, the Let- 
ters which he hath received from England fince his 
Departure from thence, the Copies of Letters which 
he hath written to his Correfpondents, and the Memz- 
randums of his moft fecret Affairs. He himfelf is at 
prefent in the Caftle of St. Angelo, and by this Means 
is at prefent under a Kind of Neceflity to difcover the 
whole Myftery of this Affair, which he hath amply 
done by difcovering, not only the Corporation’s Books 
and Effeéts, but alfo his own. . 

This having been done, I have it in Charge to com- 
municate this important Difcovery to whom, and where 
it may be proper for the Good and Advantage of the 
Nation... "Tis on this Account that I di/patch a Courier 
to one of my Correfpondents at Paris, with alj the 
Papers which have Relation to this Affair, to the End, 
that he, may find the Means of putting them into your 
Hands. But as Equity demands, that the Proprietors of 
the Charitable Gorporation (who wil] reap fo great an. 
Advantage from this Difcovery) fhould yield to certain 
Conditions, before that the Papers and Writings be 
delivered to you, I have ordered my Correfpondent to 
infift, that thefe Conditions be previoufly agreed to: And 
in the mean Time ¢d look upon thefe Writings merely as 
a Pledge in his Hands, without fuffering them to pafs 
from him until this be done., And I doubt not, that 
this Precaution, as well as the Conditions, doesappear fut 
and‘ reafonable to all who are interefled in this Affair: 

Having thus acquitted my/elf of my Commiffion, nothing 
remains ff me but to intreat you to be perfisded ot 
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my Refpett for the Nation, and the Ambition which I 
fhall always have to contribute to its Advantage. 
I have the Honour to be, Gentlemen, 
Your moft Humble, 
And moft Obedient Servant, 


Fohn Angelo Belloni, 





* Thompfon’s Propofals. 


Memozand, which I humbly beg may be ftipulated, 
and made the Conditions for delivering up the Books 
and Papers. 

1. That my Sureties may have their Bonds up, iv all 

or Five Thoufand Pounds. 

2. That~ Lancelot Ord, Efq; who fold me a fmall 
Eftate, the Value of One Thoufand Three Hundred 
Pounds, (after paying a Mortgage upon it) in Confide- 
ration of an Annuity I was to pay him for Life, be 
allowed to take quiet Poffeffion of that Eftate again. 

3. My Father having taken a Bond in my Name 
from Mr. Blackwood, though the Money was his own, 
I defire, upon his Proof of that, that he may be allowed 
to receive it upon a Power of Attorney I fent him for 


‘that Purpofe, and that they will not put him to Trou- 


ble, becaufe it happens to be in my Name. 
[N. This Bond is for Ten thoufand Pounds. ]} 
4. There is fomewhere a Bond of my Brother Samuel's. 
Idefire it may be deliver’d up, becaufe he is not ina 


‘Capacity to pay it. 


5- Idefire, that thofe that have -had my Books and 
Papers in keeping, may have no Trouble upon their fur- 
rendring them, in cafe in the A&t that paffes, any Pe- 
nalty is annexed to that. 

6. I defire I may be enabled to pay about Two Thou- 


‘fand Seven Hundred Pounds, private Debts I owe toa 


Number of People. 
7. What is proper for myfelf, I fubmit it; and ¥ 


‘only obferve, that I have at prefent difcovered of my 


own private Effetts, which will appear upon cafting up 


_the Accounts, the Sum of 26,0007. and my Books. and 
Papers will difcover a much larger Sum. 
Mie 


F. Thompfon. 
N. B. It is proper to be obferved in this Place, that 
of the 260007. which he offers to furrender, 
22,0001, are already in the Hands of the Corpora- 


tion. 
Q 2 The 
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The Ridin of the Houfe of Commons, 


Refolved, Nemine Contradicente. 

That the Paper dated at Rome, the 4th of May, 1732, 
N.S. figned John Angelo Belloni, diretted to the Gentle- 
men of the Committee of the Parliament of England, ap- 
pointed to infpe&t the Affairs of the Charitable Corpora. 
tion; and, if the faid Committee did not fubfift, to 
Sir Robert Sutton, Sir Fokn Shadwell, Walter Molefworth, 
Dr. Fohn Mowbray, or fome one of them at London, is an 
infolent and audacious Libel, attempting, by falfe and 
infidious Infinuations, to impofe upon the Parliament 
and Britifh Nation, and by fpecious Pretences and Pro- 
feffions of Efteem, Affe€&tion and Compaffion, to amufe 
the unhappy Sufferers.of the Charitable Corporation 
with vain and deceitful Hopes of Relief; that the faid 
Paper is in itfelf abfurd and contradiGtory, conceived at 
the Beginning, in Terms, andin.the Style of Power and 
Apithority, or as proceeding from fome extraordinary 
Intereft and Influence, but concluding in the Perfen 
and Charaéter of a private Banker of Rome ;_ offering, 
upon certain Conditions on the Behalf of ohn Thomp/on, 
io deliver certain Books and Papers of the faid Thomp/on; 


the Contents, Value and Confequence of which are un- | 


known,. without any Offer to furrender the Perfon of 
the faid Thomp/on, although reprefented to have been 
arrefted and detained in fafe Cuftody, from a Senfe of 
the Frauds committed by him, and a due Regard to 
Juflice ; the Conditions demanded and infitted upon, by, 
‘and in Behalf of the faid Thomp/on, appearing at the 
fume Time-to be loofe, evafive and uncertain, tending 
to procure Advantages and Indemnity to himfelf and 
his Accomplices, without.any Intention or Profpett of 
Benefit to the Corporation ; and that this whole Tranf 
aftion appears to be a fcandalous Artifice, calculated 
purely to delude the Unhappy, and to difguife and 
conceal the wicked Pra€tices of the profeffed Enemies 
to his Majefty’s Perfon, Crown and Dignity. 


The Report of the Committce not being yet pubs 


lifh’d, we are oblig’d to put off the farther Profecution 
of this Affuir "till the next Regitler. So 


The 


™ © bet 28 ee mej i ) 


~ 











N°LXVI for the Tear 1732. 125 





The Lorvs FProtets in the lai Seffion of 
. PARLIAMENT. 


On the BILL for punifhing Mutiny and Defertion. 


Die Martis, 7 die Martij, 1731. 
HE Order of the Day being read for the Houfe to 
be put into a Committee of the whole Houfe, up- 
on the Bill, entitled, An Aét for punifhing Mutiny and 
Defertion, and for the better Payment of the Army and 
their Quarters, 

Propofed, That it be an Inftru&tion to the faid Com- 
mittee, that the Number of Men fpecified in the faid 
‘Bill do not exceed Twelve Thoufand. 

After long Debate, 

The Quettion was put, Whether fuch an Inftrutiog 
fhould be given to the faid Committee 2 

It was refolv’d in the Negative, 

Content 27. 
; . Not Content 88. 
Diffentient’ ' 

I. ufe fo great a Number.of Troops as is. fpecifie 
in this Bill was never before allow’d by Parliament in 
Time of fettled Peace, and no Reafon was given in Oppo- 
fition to the Inftru&tion, but what, we conceive, muft 
equally hold good in all future Times: For when can we 
hope to fee a Seffion of Parliament opened with more fa- 
tisfa€tory Declarations, and ftronger Affurances of Hap- 
pinefs and Security, than thofe contained.in His Majefty’s 
Moft Gracious Speech from the Throne, on the Firit Day 
of this Seffion. His Majefty is therein pleafed to declare, 
that his ExpeStations are fully anfwered ; that the ge- 
neral Tranquillity of Europe is reftored and eftablifhed ; 
that the tedious Work is perfeS&ted and finifhed; that 
the Wounds, which have been long bleeding, are en- 
tirely healed; that the national Expence will be con- 

fiderably leffen’d, and that the Nation fhall reap the 
Fruits of his Endeavours. In fuch a Situation of Af- 
fairs, we conceive, that we could not aét confiftently 
with his Majefty’s gracious Difpofition to his People, 
agreeably to the Honour of this Houfe, ner with that 
Regard we mutt always have for the Liberties of our 
Fellow-Subje&s, without endeavouring to reduce the 
Number of Troops fpecified in the Pill. 

3 i 2. Becaufe 
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2. Becaufe the fettled State of Affairs at home, and 
the great Duty and Affection his Majefty’s Subje&ts have 
fhewn to him upon all Occafions, fhould, in our Opi- 
nion, be a full Anfwer to all Arguments that can be 
drawn to juftify the keeping up fo great a Number of 
Troops, from any Apprehenfions of a Pretender to the 
Throne. For, if the prefent Circumftances of this Nation 
be compared with the Situation of Affairs after the Trea- 
ty of Ryfwick, or that of Utrecht, thefe Kingdoms will 
be found infinitely more fecure in that Particular. In 
the firft Period of Time, the late King ames was living, 
who had an IJrifh Army in his Pay’ in France ; many of 
his old Servants and Soldiers were then alive, and a€tive 
Gn Ergland and Scotland 3 a potent Prince and Nation al- 
ways fupporting him, and ready, at any Time, to arm 
in his Caufe. As to the fecond Period of Time, the 
Pretender was jin the Neighbourhood of France, That 
‘Frenzh King who had maintain’d him and his Family, 
was ftill living, and the Proteftant Succeflion had not 
then taken Place 5 yet, in both thefe Points of Time, 
’ half the Number of Troops allow’d by the prefent Bill 

was not only thought, by Parliament, but, by Experi- 
ence, found fufficient for our Security : How little 
‘Foundation then does there feem to be for continuing 
fuch a Number of Forces at this Junéture, when the 
Pretender has been long remov’d beyond the Alps, and 
a Prince on the Throne of France, who feems more 
intent to make his own Dominions flourifh by Trade, 
“than, out of a reftlefs Ambition, to difturb his Neigh- 
bours? 

Sufficient Reafons may be drawn from the prefent 
Difpofition of Affairs, in that Kingdom, as well as 
thofe of roe to increafe our Naval Force ; but none, 
in our Opinion, for maintaining fuch an Army at 
Land. The prefent Royal Family is now (God be 
praifed) firmly feated dn the Throne, and nothing can 
thake it but an Adminiftration which fhall venture to 
depart from the Principles on which the A& of Scttle- 
ment was founded. That Settlement was founded on 
Liberty, and, by the Nature of Things, muft be cozeval 
‘with Liberty. ‘ 

3. Becaufe it has hitherto been thought the Happi- 
nefs of our Situation, as an Ifland, that we have not 
had the fame Occafion for a Number of Troops to de- 
fend us, as thofe on the Continent. To prevent the 
Taroads of their Neighbours, they have been obliged to 
‘ keep 
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keep up Standing Armies, which have generally been 
the Caufe of the Lofs of their Liberties, and always 
proved the fure Means of fixing their Chains upon 
them. 

4. Becaufe we are fully convinced, that his Majefty 
will reign the more firmly in the Hearts of all his Peo- 
ple, the more he places his Confidence in them; and 
we conceive it to be an Indignity to him, to fuggett, 
that he cannot now be fecure on the Throne, without 
the Affiftance of a greater ilanding Force, than even his 
Royal Father was contented with, in the Time of lefs 
Tranquillity. .Altho’ it feem’d to be the Tendency of 
fome Arguments ufed againft the Queftion, yet we can 
never be brought to believe that this Nation is in Danger 
of, being over-run by any foreign Force. Our Appre- 
henfions are, that it can only be ruined and infiaved 
by a Standing Army at home ; and we are juftly jealous, 
from Experience of former Times, that the Crown it 
felf, as well.as the Liberties of the People, may be 
found, at length, to be at their Difpofal. 

Laftly, We refer to the four firft Reafons enter’d on 
our Journals February 24, 1717, figned by many Lords 
of this Houfe 


Boyle Litchfield Carteret 
Shaftsbury Exeter Bathur ft 

Foley Craven . Gower 

Suffolk Tadcafter Tweedale 
Briftol Northampton Strafford 
Maynard Bridgwater  Winchelfea and“ 
Aylesford Scarfdale Nottingham. 
Thanet Coventry 





' The Four Reafons of the 24th of February, 1717, above 
referr’d to. 


1. PD Ecaufe the Number of Sixteen Thoufand Three 

Hundred. Forty Seven Men is declar’d neceffary 
by this Bill. But it is not therein declar’d, nor are we 
able, any way, to fatisfy ourfelves, from whence that 
Neceflity fhould arife, the Kingdom being now (God 
be prais’d!) in full Peace, without any juft Apprehen- 
fion either of Infurreftions at home, or Invafions from 
abroad. 

2. Becaufe fo numerous a Force ‘is near double to 
what hath ever been allow’d within this Kingdom, by 
Authority of Parliament, in Times of publick Tran- 
. quillity 5 
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quillity $ and being, as we conceive, no ways neceflary 
te fupport, imay (we fear) endanger our Conftitution, 
which hath never yet been entirely fubverted, but by a 
Standing Army. 

3. Becaufe the Charge of keeping up fo great a Force 
ought not unneceffarily to be laid on the Nation, already 
overburthen’d with heavy Debts ; and this Charge we 
conceive to be ftill more unneceffarily increas’d, by the 
great Number of Officers new kept on the Eftablifhment, 
in Time of Peace; a Number far greater (in Propor- 
tion to that of the Soldiery commanded by them) than 
hath ever yet been thought requifite in Times of a€&ual 
War. 

4. Becaufe fuch a Number of Soldiers, difpers’d in 
Quarters throughout the Kingdom, may occafion great 
Hardfhips, and become very — to the People, and 
thereby caufe, or increafe, their Difaffeftion, and will 


probably ruin many of his Majefty’s good Subjeéts, on 
whom they fhall be quarter’d, and who have been als 
ready, by that Means, greatly impoverifh’d. 


W. ELor. Greenwich Litchfield Bathurft 
Northampton Compton Harcourt P. Hereford 
Straffor Poulet North & Grey Fr. Roffen 
Scar/dale Boyle Foley Wefton 

Fr. Ceftrienf. Tadcafter _—_ Ilay Trevor 
Briftol Bute _ Manfel Oxford 
Gower Guilford Dartmouth Abingdon. 


On the BILL for reviving the Duties on. Salt, for the 
Term therein mention’d, 


Die Mercurii, 29° die Martii, 1723. 
HE Order of the Day being read, for the Houfe 
to be put into a Committee, upon the Bill entitled, 
An AR for reviving the Duties on Salt for the Term there- 
in mention’d : 

Moved, That it be an Inftruction to the faid Com- 
mittee, that they do receive 2 Claufe to exempt all Salt 
= for manuring of Land from the Duties laid by this 

1d. 

After Debate, 
The Queflion was put thereuport, 
It was refolv’d in the Negative. 


Difentians’ 
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Diffentient’ - 

Becaufe it has been found; by Experience, during 
the Time the Duties upon Salt were taken off, that 
great Improvements have: been made, in feveral Parts 
of the Kingdom, by ufing Salt in manuring of Land; 
but, by the Revival of thofe Duties, without the Pro- 
vifion defigned by the Inftru&tion, there mutt be a total 
Stop put-to all Improvements of that Nature; and we 
are convinced, that, within a few Yeats, the Lands of 
England might have been raifed, by the Ufe of this 
Manure, more thad double what this Tax will produce 
to the Government ; and, we apprehend, this is a very 
improper Time to check the Induftry of the People, 
and prevent their domeftick Improvements, fince, we 
fear, the national Wealth is not likely to be increafed, 
at this Time, by a foreign Commerce. 





Scarfdale Litchfield Carteret 
Strafford Suffolk Ker 
Warrington Coventry Briftol 

Gower Mafham Thanet 
Bathurft Bridgwater — Wincheifea and 
Boyle Northampton Nottingham, 
Shaftsbury Tweedale , 


Moved, That it be an Inftruétion to the faid Com- 
mittee, that they do receive a Claufe to exempt from 
the Duties laid by this Bill, all home-made Salt ufed 
in vi@ualling of Ships. ‘ 

After Debate, 
The Queftion was put thereupon, 
And it was refolved in the Negative. 
Diffentient’ 

1. Becaufe the Duties to be laid by this Bill on all 
home-made Salt ufed in viftualling of Ships, increafes 
‘the Expence of the Royal Navy, and is a heavy Burthen 
upon the Trade and Navigation of the Kingdom, and 
will very fenfibly affe&t the Merchants, already under 
great Difficulties, by Reafon of the Decay of Trade, 
and the many grievous Loffes they have fuftained, and 
Hardfhips they have undergone, by Depredations, Sei- 
zures and Confifcations, too feverely felt by moft of 
the Traders of Great Britain, and too publickly known 
to be doubted of. . 

2. Becaufe this Duty upon our home-made Salt muft 
ecafion many of our Merchants to victual their Ships 

: R abroad, 
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abroad, to the Diminution of the national Wealth, and. 
to the great Detriment of the landed Intereft of this 
Kingdim. 





Abingdon Shaftsbury Tweedale 
Scarfdale Litchfield Carteret 
Strafford Suffolk Ker 
Warrington Coventry Briftol 

Gower Masham Thanet 
Bathurft Bridgwater Winchelfea and 
Boyle Northampton Nottingham. 


Moved, That it be an Infiru€tion to the fame Com- 
mittee, that they do receive a Claufe to reftrain any 
Perfon, during the Time he fhall be employed or con- 
cerned in the charging, colle&ting, levying, or managing 
any of the Duties to be granted by the Bill, from 
being a Returning Officer, or voting, or influencing 
any Ele&tor to vote in Elections of Members to ferve 
in Parliament. ; 

After Debate, 
The Queition was put thereupon, 
It was refolved in the Negative. 
Diffentient? * 

1. Becaufe the Officers employ’d in the Cuftoms, in 
the Excife, in other Branches. of the Revenues, and in 
other Pofls of the publick Service, are already vaftly 
numerous ; they compofe, in Effett, a fecond Standing 
Army, and are, perhaps, in fome Refpeéts, more dan- 
gerous than that Body of Men properly fo called: The 
Influence which they have in Ele&tions of Members to 
ferve in Parliament has been too often felt to be denied; 
and we prefume, that Examples are not hard to find, 
where the Military Forces have been withdrawn to 
create the Appearance of a free EleStion, and the ftand- 
‘ing Civil Forces of this Kind have been fent to take 
that Freedom away. Should we fuffer this Evafion on 
the Freedom of.Ele&tions to continue, much more to 
increafe, it will be eafy, in our Opinion, to demon- 
ftrate, that one vital Principle of our prefent Conftitu- 
tion, and the Freedom of the Briti/h Government mutt 
be loft, fince the Houfe of Commons might, indeed, 
afterwards be a Reprefentative of an Adminiflration, 
or of one fingle Minifter, but could no longer be a true 
Reprefentative of the People. . We think ourfelves there- 
fore obliged to oppofe the Growth of fo great an Evil, 
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upon every Occafion ; and we apprehend, that every 
fuch Increafe of Officers of the Revenue as this Bill 
imports, is, firiétly, fuch an Occafion, and therefore we 
think the Inftruétion fhould have been agreed to, that 
we might not add to that Evil, which, we conceive, is 
already too great. 

2. Becaufe the very Inftitution of Parliaments, at 
leaft, from the Time when they began to be compofed 
and held in the Manner, and for all the Purpofes, they 
now are, the principal Aim of the Enemies of publick 
Liberty has been to enable the Crown to govern with- 
out them, or to corrupt their Members, or to deftroy 
the Freedom of their Eleftions. From the fame Time 
we may date the.conftant Care which has been taken, 
by the Friends of publick Liberty, to ward off thofe 
feveral Dangers: And the Laws which appear in our 
Statute Books, for regulating Ele&tions for Members to 
ferve in Parliament, as well as the Qualifications of 
the EleGtors and the Ele&ted, are ftanding Monuments 
which fhew how early thofe Dangers began; and the 
Oppofition to them began as early. The Form of our 
Government, as it has been fettled fince the Revo- 
lution, leaves us no longer Room to apprehend the 
firft of the Attempts mentioned. The Wifdom of this 
Houfe has feem’d, by rejefting the Penfion Bill three 
Times fuccellively, to think the Laws already in 
Force fufficient to prevent the fecond; but the third 
muft, in our Opinion, be looked upon to be a grow- 
ing Danger, and to require extream Watchfulnefs 
againft the Confequences of it, as long as the many 
heavy Taxes, and the prefent Management of the pubs 
lick Revenues, keep up, in all Parts of the Nation, 
fuch an exorbitant Number of Receivers, Supervi- 
fors, Colle&tors, and other Tax-gatherers, who are 
maintained by the People, but are folely direfted by 
the Treafury. The State of Property, and the Nature 
of Tenures antiently, the real, as well as the pretended 
Prerogative, in Times more modern, gave to the Crown, 
among other Influences, a very great one in Eleétion of 
Members to ferve in Parliament. Thanks be to God, 
and to the Virtue of our Fore-fathers, this State of 
Property is altered, thefe Tenures are abolifhed, and thefe 
Prerogatives are either taken away or limited, defined 
or fixed, by Laws there will remain, therefore, no 
Means of deftroying the Freedom of Ele&tions, except 
thofe of Corruption, which, we hope, may be rendered 
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ineffe&tual by the Law to which this Houfe confented 
two Seffions ago, and to the entire Satisfaction of the 
whole Nation, unlefs the Dangers we apprehend fhould 
arife by eftablifhing fuch Augmentations of the Number 
of Officers employed in the Revenuc, without Rettriéti- 
ons to prevent them from being returning Officers, or 
voting, or- influencing any Elector to vote in future 
Eleétions. 

3. Becaufe we apprehend, that if fuch Augmenta- 
tions, without the aforefaid Caution, are fuffered to be 
made, greater Danger will arife from this new Influ- 
ence, to the Freedom of Ele&tions, and, by Confequence, 
to the Conititution of our Government, than ever did 
arife when Prerogative was carried to the utmoft 
Height 3 and the Influence of the Crown was the moft 
feverely felt and complained of. We apprehend, that 
this exorbitant Number of Officers may, one Time or 
other, effe&t the Dettru€tion of thofe Liberties, for the 
Prefervation of which the Taxes were given, which 
thefe Officers are employed to colle&t. We apprehend, 
that, by confenting to the Increafe of thefe Officers, 
without Reftri&tion, we fhall contribute to fuch an In- 
fluence as may prove more fatal to Liberty than thofe 
which were formerly acquired; becaufe it will be the 
Effect of a Parliamentary Eflablifhment, and will make 
its Way the more furely, by making.it indire@ly, fee 
cretly, and filently. 





Scar [dale Coventry Gower 
Bathurft Tweedale Litchfield 
Suffolk Thanet Bridgwater 
Northampton Warrington _ Ker 
Briftol Shaftsbury - Winchelfea and 
Strafford Majfham Nottingham. 

. Boyle Carteret 


1 


On the ACT for Reviving the Duties on Salt, for the 
Term therein mentioned. 





Die Veneris, 31° Martij 1732. 

Odie 3tia vice leéta eft Billa, entitled, An Aét for 

LE reviving the Duties on Salt, for the Term therein 
thentioned. ; 

" After Debate, 

’. The Queftion was put, Whether this Bill fhall pafs? 

dt was refoly’d in the Affirmative. 

—— e iis Diffentient’ 
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Diffentient’ 

1. Becaufe this Tax hath been found, by long Expe- 
rience, to be moft grievous to the Subjett ; for which 
Reafon the Parliament, upon the Recommendation of 
his Majefty from the Throne, chofe to repeal this, as 
the moft oppreflive Part of the Sinking Fund, for the 
Eafe and Relief of the Subje&. It may therefore feem 
very extraordinary, that in fo fhort a Time, before the 
People have received much Benefit from it, in a Time 
of Peace, and without any Neceflity (that appears to us) 
and when the Supply might be raifed with lefs Charge 
and Inconvenience within the Year, we fhould have Re- 
courfe to a Tax too odious and oppreffive to be continued, 
even for the Payment of the Nationa! Debt. 

2. Becaufe we have Reafon to believe the Parliament 
would not have cut off fuch a Branch of the Sinking 
Fund (which has been efteemed fo facred and neceffary) 
if it could have been thought, that it could ever have 
been applied to any other Ufe; and it may give Caufe 
to apprehend, that the reft of the Sinking Fund may, 
by the fame Means, and to the fame Purpofes, be 
occafionally diminifhed, ’till it is too low to fatisfy 
the publick Creditors, and difcharge the immenfe Debts 
of the Nation; which Opinion (if it fhould once pre- 
vail) would effe&tually dettroy the Publick Credit, and 
involve the King and Kingdom in inextricable Dif- 
ficulties. 

3. Becaufe this Tax, inftead of being applied to the 
Payment of our Debts, occafions the Increafe of them ; 
and, inftead of raifing the Supply within the Year, 
which is always moft eligible, even in Time of War, if 
it can be done, and which Method (if it had been taken 
at firft and purfued) had left the Nation free and unin- 
- cumbred to us and our Pofterity: We now mortgage 
the Revenue, in Time of Peace, for a Term of Years, 
though but a fhort one; but what the People, notwith- 
ftanding, may apprehend will be continued and made a 
Precedent in all Supplies for the future ; which Method 
of anticipating the Revenue muft neceffarily weaken 
the Government, by depriving it of the Means neceflary 
for its Support, in Cafe of any fudden Emergency of 
War, or other publick Calamity ; and, in Confequence, 
throw all the Weight of the publick Expence upon the 
Janded Intereft, which will pay dear for the Relief of 
one Shilling in the Pound only in this Year's Land- 
Tax. . 

4. Becaufe 
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4. Becaufe it is liable to Frauds and great Deduftions, 
which make the real Produce into the Exchequer little, 
though it raifes much upon the People, and is a great: 
Difcouragement to the Fifhery, a Burthen upon the 
Trade and Navigation of the Kingdom. 

5- Becaufe it is not only a great Burthen to the Land 
Eftates, particularly to the Grazing Farms, but even a 
Prohibition to all Improvements of Land in thofe Parts 
where it is ufed in Manure. 

6. Becaufe as this Excife is propofed without any 
apparent Neceflity or Convenience to the Publick, or 
any real ‘Advantage (as is fuggefted) to the landed In- 
tereit, it muft neceffarily create a Jealoufy in the Peo- 
ple, that it is a Step and Introdu€tion to a more General 
one; than which nothing can be more odious and 
dreaded, but a Standing Army! that mutt neceffarily 
attend the Execution of it. 

7. Becaufe Scotland being charged only with one Shil- 
ling per Bufhel on Salt, which is not a third Part of 
the Duty, introduceth an Inequality in Trade, contra- 
ry to that which feems eftablifhed by the Articles of the 
Union, and tends to the keeping up individious Di- 
fiin&tions between the two Parts of the united King- 
dom: It may juftly be doubted if the Exemption from 
this Duty, at the Time of the Union, is a fufficient 
Reafon for the like now, fince the Duty was appropri- 
ated to the Debts of England contraéted before, and is 
now revived for, the current Service of this Year: Yet, 
under the Appearance of Favour, the People of Scotland 
will, at leaft, pay, in three Years, the full Sum of 
246727. for the faving the one Shilling in the Land- 
Tax in the current Year, amounting to lefs than 120001. 
So that Scotland, inftead of being eafed by this Bill, is 
doubly loaded and reftrained in their Trade upon Account 
of this Diftinftion, and all the Bounties upon. Exporta- 
tion payable now there, by Law, are render’d precari- 
ous, and, confequently, this Tax fhould not, in our 
Opinions, have been impofed. 

8. Becaufe the Subjeéts are laid under grievous Penal- 
ties by this Bill, the incurring of which cannot, in 
many Cafes, be prevented, notwithftanding the ftrigteft 
Care ; whereby the moft Innocent may be fubje&ted to 
the Difcretion and Mercy of the Commiffiioners and 
Officers of the Revenue, wherein the greatett Partiality 
may be exercifed, 





g. Becaufe 
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g. Becaufe all Taxes which require a Multitude of 
Officers to be employed in colle&ting them, and which 
gives thereby an Occafion and Pretence to quarter a 
Number of ufelefs Subje&ts on the Labour and Induftry 
of others, become fo chargeable and oppreflive, that 
they are hardly borne in the moft arbitrary Govern- 
ments, and that they feem repugnant to the very Na- 
ture of a Government conftituted like ours. The fole 
Expence of levying this Tax added to the Intereft which 
muft be paid for Loans made on the Credit of it, 
will appear, on a fair Calculation, fufficient to dif. 
charge, in a competent Number of Years, the Principal 
and Intereft of the whole Sum for which the Supply is 
given. In point of good Husbandry, therefore, we 
think that a Tax of this Nature fhould be rejeéted in any 
Country where Reafon is not fubdued by Force, and 
where private Will has not been yet received for Law, 
But in a limited Monarchy, like this of Great Britain, 
where the Powers of the Conftitution are divided and 
balanced, and yet the whole executive Power ig intruft- 
ed to the Prince, we apprehend, that thefe frequent 
and great Augmentations of the Number of Officers ap- 
pointed, diref&ted and paid by the Authority of the 











Crown, though employ’d in colleSting and managing 
Revenues, which are no Part of the Revenue of the 
Crown, ought to be efteemed dangerous to publick Li- 
berty, and for that fuperior Reafon, to be eternally 
avoided. 


Bridgwater Tweedale Warrington 
Shaftsbury Strafford Litchfield 
Carteret Northampton Tadcafter 
Bathurft Gower Winchelfea and 
Coventry Ker Nottingham. 
Briftol Scarfdale 


A State 
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Another Affair which employ’d the Parliament this 
Seffion, was a Difpute between our Sugar Colonies in 
the Gulf of Mexico, and the Northern Colonies on the 
Contingnt of America ; the former of which complain’d 
of a great Trade carry’d on by the latter to the French 
Sugar Iflands, who, they pretended, were by this Means 
enabled to uffder-fell our own Plantations who deal in 
that Commodity. As the Trade of our American Colo- 
nies is an Affair of the utmoft Confequence to this 
Nation, we fhall fet before the Reader the following 
Papers, which may give him fome Light into the 
Queftion, 


To the King’s Moft Excellent Majefty. 
The Humble Addrefs and Reprefentation of the Council 


Ff Jamaica. 





Moft Gracious Sovereign, 
W * your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal Sub- 
je&ts, your Council of Sfamaica, having taken 
into our Confideration the declining State and Condition 
of this Ifand, think ourfelves indifpenfably obliged, 
in Duty to your Majefty, and in Juftice to.ourfelves 


and our Country, humbly to make fome Reprefentation 
thereof to your Majefty. We. fhall forbear troubling 
your Majefty with the many melancholy Refleétions 
the prefent Situation of our Affairs hath naturally Ied 
us into, and fhall chiefly confine ourfelves to the moft 
obvious and vifible Caufes of our Misfortunes, the En- 
creafe and Succefs of our Rebellious Slaves, the De- 
Greafe of our White People, and the Decay of our Trade 
’ and Planting Intereft: The firft hath in fome Part been 
guarded againft by your Majefty’s great Goodnefs in fend- 
ing, and we hope continuing amongft us, two Regiments 
of Soldiers, for our Prefervation. The Decreafe of cur’ 
People is, in great Meafure, owing to our Lofs of Com- 
merce ; and therefore we fhall endeavour to point out 
fome of the many Caufes of this latter Evil. We are, 
of late Years, deprived of the moft beneficial Branch of 
our Trade, the carrying of Negroes and Dry Goods to . 
the Spanifh Coatt; the Lofs of this occafioned the Defer: 
tion of a confiderable Number of our Seafaring Men, 
and others, from this Ifland, for want of Employment: 
A farther Difcouragement to our Trade is, the frequent 
Hoflititics committed by the Spaniards ; who, regardlels 
? . Q 
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of the folemn Treaties enter’d into with your Majefty, 
{pare no Englifh Veffel they can overcome; and frowi 
whom it has hitherto been in vain to attempt the 
obtaining any Satisfaftion in thefe Parts. We likewife 
beg Leave to obferve, that the Bays of Gampeachy and 
Honduras were many Years in the Pofleflion of your 
Majefty’s Subje&ts, and reputed Part of the Territories 
depending on your Majefty’s Government of this Iiland, 
and gave Employment to a confiderable Number of 
Shipping and People to cut and carry Logwood {rém 
thence ; but we have been difpoffefs’d of them by the 
Spaniards, who likewife there feized and made Prizes 
of a great Number of Ships belonging to your Majeity’s 
Subjeéts. 

The low Value of our Produce may be very juiily 
attributed to the great Imdrovement the French have 
made in their Sugar Colonies, by the Encouragement 
given them ; particularly, in allowing them fo export 
their Commodities to foreign Markets, without firf 
introducing them ‘into any of the Ports of France; and 
from the Lownefs of their Duties, and being under no 
Neceflity of double Voyages, they can afford to under- 
fellus: And likewife by the pernicious Trade that is 
carried on from Ireland, and your Majefty’s Northern 
Colenies to the French Sugar Iilands. 

It is well known, that Sugar and other Commodities 
produced in the French and Dutch Colonies, are fre- 
quently imported into Ireland, without introducing 
them into the Ports of Great Britain, and paying the 
Duties, as your Majefty’s Subje&ts of your Sugar Colo- 
nies ate obliged to do3 and confequently thofé Fo- 
reigners are fupply’d with Provifions at eafier Rates 
than we; and we are in a Manner depriv’d of a very 
confiderable Market in that Part of your Majefty’s Do- 
minions. 

Your Majefty’s Northern Colonies import into this 
Ifand great Quantities of Provifions, and other Goods, 
for which they taRe no Part of our Produce in Ex- 
change (a {mall Quantity of Moloffes excepted) but are 
paid in Bullion, which they carry to Hi/paniola, and 
buy Sugar, Rum, and Moloffes for their own Ufe: 
This Trade is not only unequal and injurious to us, 
but prejudicial even to themfelves, and highly fo to 
gur Mother Country, and drains us of fo much Bullion 
in favour of France, which otherwife muft have center’d 
in Great Britain. 





We 
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We further beg Leave to obferve to your Majefty, 
that Cocoa was formerly one of the principal Commo- 
dities of this Ifland, and a great Encouragement to the 
Settling it; but that it is now loft, which is in a 
great Meafure owing to the Reftri@tions and heavy 
Duties laid on it in Great Britain; and poffibly our 
Sugar, Rum, Ginger, and other Produce, may be at- 
tended with the fame ill Confequences, if not timely 
remedy’d. 

As the induftrious Planters of this Ifland have lately 
introduced Coffee, and begun to make Plantations there- 
of, we humbly beg Leave to reprefent it ; and to ad- 
drefs your Majefty for fome Encouragement, either by 
a Bounty on Importation, or otherwife, that fuch Set- 
tlements may be carried on with the greater Chearful- 
nefs. 

We have already taken up too much of your Ma- 
jefty’s Time and Patience in this Reprefentation ; but 
our Zeal for your Majefty’s Service in the Prefervation 
of this Colony, and the natural Love we owe to our 
felves, and to our Country, in which is our All, has 
encouraged us to lay thefe Particulars before your Ma- 
jefty. We humbly fubmit them to your Royal Confi- 
deration, and hope for fuch Relief as in your Majefty’s 
great Wifdom fhall be moft advifable ; that we, with 
the reft of your Majetty’s Subjeéts, may enjoy the 
Bleffings of a Reign fo Glorious in itfelf, and fo capable 
of making us, and our Pofterity, a Happy and Flourith- 
ing People. 





St. Jago de la Vega, By Order of the Council, 
Nov, 27, 1731. 


JOS. MAXWELL, 
Clerk of the Council. 
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To the King’s Moft Excellent Majefty. 


The Humble Reprefentation of the Prefident and Council, 
and General Ajfembly of the Colony of New-York. 


Moft Gracious Sovereign. 

E ‘your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal Sub- 

jeéts, the Prefident and Council and General 
Affembly of your Majefty’s Colony of New-York, beg 
Leave to reprefent, That 

With Grief and Concern we have heard of the Mono- 
poly aimed at by the Sugar Colonies, which, if ob- 
tained, will, we conceive, tend to the Ruin of this 
Colony, and be prejudicial to the Trade and Navigation 
of Great Britain, For 

There is imported yearly into, and confumed in 
this Colony, a very large Quantity of the Woollen Ma- 
nufafture of Great Britain, tor our Cloathing and Pre- 
fervation from the exceflive Cold of our Winters ; and 
fo great is our Confumption of thofe Commodities, that 
we have Reafon to believe the whole Sugar Colonies 
(excepting Sfamaica, on account of the Spani/h Trade) 
do not confume the like Quantity ; and fhould we be 
difabled to pay for that Manufafture, we muft be reduced 
to Nakednefs, or to make our own Cloathing. 

The Produ& of this, and the Neighbouring Colonies 
of New-Ferfey and Penfilvania, is Provifions, Horfes, 
and Lumber, which are exported to the Briti/i and 
Foreign Sugar Colonies, and in Exchange for them, are 
had Monies, Rum, Sugars, Moloffes, Cocoa, Indigo, 
Cotton, Wooll, &c. whereof the Rum and Moloffes are 
chiefly confumed in this Colony, and the Monies and 
other Merchandize are méftly apply’d to make good 
, the Balance of our Trade to Great Britain, and fo great 

a part of that Balance is paid in Money, that we have 
Reafon to believe that all the Britifh Sugar Colonies 
together (except famaica) do not import fo much Silver 
and Gold into Great Britain, as this fingle Colony. 

We are well affured, that the Briti/h Sugar Colonies 
cannot take off the one Half of the Provifions which this 
_and the other two Bread Colonies do export, nor are 

they able to fupply the Northern,Colonies with the 
Rum and Molofies there confumed, without vafily 
diminifhing the Quantity of Sugar which they now 
make; and though we be not by exprefs Words in the 
Monopoly 
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Monopoly aimed at, reftrained from exporting our Pro- 
vifions to the Foreign Sugar Colonies, yet the reftrain- 
ing us from taking any Part of their Produét in Ex. 
change, will as effe&tually do it. 

Wherefore we have Reafon to apprehend, that if the 
Monopoly aimed at be obtained, our Produét now ex- 
ported to the Foreign Sugar Colonies, will be as loft to 
us, and that we fhall have little more from the Britif 
Sugar Colonies for all our Provifious, that they can 
confume, than the Rum, Moloffes, and Sugar which 
we want to confume among ourfelves, feeing the Glut 
of our Produét, with them, muft greatly lower the 
Price thereof; and the great Demand of Rum and Mo- 
loffes, muft vaftly enhance the Price of them, and dif-: 
able us to pay for the Britifh Manufaftures we have 
already had and owe for, and to pay for any more; 
mutt diminifh the Confumption of the British Woollen 
Manufafture, and the Navigation now employ’d in 
bringing it to us, and in carrying our Produé to the 
Foreign Sugar Colonies, and in carrying what is got in 
Exchange for it to Britain; mutt diminifh the Quan- 
tity of Sugars in the Briti/h Sugar Colonies, and enhance 
the Price thereof fo much, that Britain will probably 
be difubled tu export any Part of it. 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

We implore your moft Sacred Majefty, the Father of 
all your Subjects, who has the Care and Profperity of 
all of them equally at Heart, and who will be far from 
countenancing any Endeavours to make one Part of them 
the Slaves and Bondmen of another, (with whatever f{pe- 
cious Pretences it may be aimed at) to have Pity and 
and Compaffion upon us, your poor, but moft loyal 
and dutiful Subjeéts of thefe Bread Colonies; upon the 
Merchants of Great Britain, to whom we are greatly in- 
debted ; upon them, and the many Tradefmen and Sea- 
‘men of Great Britain, who get their Living by the 
Britifh Trade with us; and to grant us your moft graci- 
ous Proteétion againft this Attempt, which in its Con- 
fequences, would tend, we humbly conceive, to deprive 
them of their juft Debts and future Support, and to cut us 
off from being of any other Ufe to our Mother Country, 
then to be the Bondmen and Slaves of her Sugar Colonies, 
by confining us to them for the Vent of the Produce of 
our Induftry, and in Confequence obliging us to take 
what Price for it they pleafe, and to give what Price 
they pleafe for what we have in Exchange for them. 





To 
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To thefe we fhall add the two following Pieces on 
Both Sides, the latter being an Anfwer to the former. 


AS the Welfare of our Plantations is of the higheft 
Concern to Great Britain, it may not be amifs at 
this Junéture to inform the Publick what Encourage- 
ments they want, and how they may flill be made more 
beneficial tous. In doing which, I fhall confine myfelf 
to thefe three Heads. 


1. I fhall fhew what Hardfhips our Sugar Plantations 
lay under from our own Laws, and what Advantages 
the French have through a Defeét in the fame Laws, 


2. What great Advantages the French have from their 
Trade with our Northern Colonies. 
A 


3. That aur Sugar Colonies do not interfere with the 
Produce and Manufaétures of Great Britain; but that 
our Northern Colonies do and will continue fo to do, 
if not prevented. 


As to the firtt Head. By 12 Car. 2. and 7 & 8 Will. 2. 
all Sugars of our Plantaticns are prohibited from being 
fent from thence to any Place whatfoever, but Great 
Britain, or our own Colonies ; when they are imported 
here, they lay a Duty of 3 s. 6 d. a Hundred Weight, 
and be rated by 12 Car. 2. at 30s. though they will 
not at prefent fell for near fo much. When they are 
exported, they Jeave behind 8d. + a Hundred Weight 
of the Duties paid. 

By A@ts of the Affemblies of Barbadoes and the Lee- 
ward Iflands, Sugar, and the reft of their Produce, pays 
a Duty of 4 + per Cent. on Exportation. 

By 25 Car. 2. all Sugars of the Briti/h Plantations pay 
a Duty of 18d. a Hundred Weight, if they are imported 
into our Northern Colonies; but French Sugars miy be 
imported there free of any Duty whitfoever, and may 
be fent from thence to any Part of Europe 3 whereas, 
our own Plantation Sugars cannot, by the 7th and 8th 
of Will. 3. For this Reafon thev have fet up feveral 
Refining Houfes in Bofton, and are enabled, by paying 
no Duties, fimall Port Charges, and low Freights, to 
import or export French Sugars 30 per Cent, cheaper 
than we can our Plantation Sugars, 


T By 
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By 22 Car. 2. Sugar from our own Plantations is pro- 
hibited from being carry’d dire€tly to Ireland, but Sugar 
from the French Plantations may; paying no more than 
2s. 4d. a Hundred Weight, and we pay ts. 9d. from 
Great Britain thither, befides the 8d. + that is not 
drawn back, and the Charge of a double Voyage. 

Rum imported from our own Plantations, pays the 
fame Duty of 4s. aGallon, as French Brandy from 
Dunkirk ; Molafies Spirits pay about 124, a.Gallon, 
if pure, and a further Duty of 5s. if compounded: So 
that thefe high Duties prevent the Confumption of 
British and Plantation Spirits, and promote that of 
French Brandy ; for there has been imported from Dun. 
kirk into England, no lefs than 5594 Tons, or 1,408,688 
Gallons of Brandy within three Years, viz. from 
Chriftmas 1728, to Chrifimas 1731. 

I fhall be very fhort on my fecond Head, fo much 
having been wrote about it already, and fhall only ob- 
ferve, that the French purchafe from our Northern Co- 
lonies, Horfes, Lumber, Provifions, Live Stock, and 
all Requifites for their Plantations, with their Molaffes, 
a Commodity they had no Vend for till the Year 1716, 
and it would ftill be of little Ufe to them if the Britifh 
Subjeéts were prohibited from taking it cff their Hands. 
By this Trade the French have been enabled to encreafe 
their Plantations, to under-fell us in foreign Markets, 
and to beat us out of almoft all our Exports; for by 
the Cuftom-houfe Accounts it plainly appears, that we 
exported more Sugar for the firft feven Years after the 
Peace of Utrecht, than any feven Years fince. We ex- 
ported from Chrifimas 1712, toChriftmas 1719, 120,620 
Hogfheads of Sugar (computing 1000 Weight to the 
Hogfhead) and we imported in the fame Time but 
418,913 Hogfheads. But we exported from Chriftmas 
1723, to Chriftmas 1730, no more than 165,633 Hog- 
fheads, although we then imported 584,545 Hogtheads: 
Nor had we exported f much, but for the Earthquake 
at Martinico, and the fevere Drought in Hi/paniola, in 
the Years 1726, 1727, and 1728. So that in the firf 
feven Years after the Peace, we exported 14,987 Hog- 
fheads in the Whole, or 2141 Hogfheads one Year with 
another, more than in the laft feven Years; and we 
imported lefs at that Time by 165,632 Hogfheads in 
the whole, or 23,661 Hogfheads a Year, than we have 
* done for thefe laft feven Years. And as the Confump- 
tion of Sugar in Europe is near double what it was 

twenty 
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twenty Years ago, we fhould have exported double the 
Quantity we did then, had not the French fupply’d the 
Foreign Markets in our Stead. To confirm what I have 
faid, I would refer the Reader to a Reprefentation made 
by the Board of Trade to his late Majefty in Septem- 
ber, 1721, wherein are thefe Words: * That the Trade 
¢ of the Northern Colonies to the Foreign Plantations, 
¢ with Horfes, Gc. is a great: Difcouragement to our 
© Sugar Pianters, for without thefe Supplies, neither 
‘the French nor Dutch could carry ‘on their Sugar 
© Works to any great Degree. 

I am now come to my third and laft Head. 

The Produce of our Sugar Colonies is Sugar, Rum, 
Molaffes, Cotton, Ginger, Gc. all which Commodities 
we fhould otherwife buy from Foreigners; in Return 
they take from us their Cloathing, and all other Ne, 
ceffaries, and if there be any Surplus it centers here. 

But the Northern Colonies produce much the fame 
Commodities as Great Britain, efpecially New England, 
New York, and Penfilvania, and they have fet up (as 
appears by the Report of the Board of Trade, laid this 
Sellions before the Parliament) feveral of our Manu- 
fa&tures, fuch as Woollen, Camblet, Linen, Iron, Hats, 
and making of Leather ; and they export to the Sugar 
Iflands, or to Europe, wrought Iron, Bridles, Saddles 
and Harnefs, Beaver Hats, Wheat, Flour, Malt Liquor, 
Cyder, Butter, Cheefe, Soap, Candles, Chairs, Cabinet 
and Turnery Wares. And as they have fo many Manu- 
faGtures of their own, they take but a {mall Quantity 
of Goods from hence ; for it appears by Accounts laid 
before the Parliament, that there has been exported to 
thefe three Colonies but 2,798,079 /. for the Space of 
twelve Years, a great Part of which are Certificate 
Goods. Whereas the Exports to our Sugar Colonies, 





, that do not contain a 20th Part of their Number of White 


People, amount to 5,264,108 /. for the fume Time, 
which is more by 2,466,038 /. in the twelve Years, or 
205,503/. a Year, than they have taken off ; and indeed 
there has been exported in the fame Years to the Sugar 
Colonies more Goods by 98,1727. than to all the 
Northern Colonies put together, the Amount of all 
their Exports being but 5,165,9367?. nor are the Exports 
to Africa included, amounting to 1,652,571 /. nineteen 
Parts in twenty of which go to purchafe Negroes for 


the Sugar Colonies, 


a 2 There 
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There is one Commodity I have not mentioned, 
which very much affeéts this Nation, and I have good 
Reafon to believe it is fent to France, I mean Wool, for 
there is great Plenty of Sheep in the Northern Colonies, 
- and as they do not manufacture all their Wool, they 
mutt cither export it or throw it away. Nor is there 
in aJl our A&ts of Parliament but one loofe Claufe, viz. 
in 1o and 11 W, 3. that prohibits the Exportation of 
Wool from our Northern Colonies into Foreign Coun- 
tries. To prevent any fuch Thing being done for the 
future, or any Foreign Silks, Linens, or other Goods 
being carry’d dire€&tly to the Continent, I would pro- 
pofe, that all Plantation Ships which come into Europe 
dhould be oblig’d, under the ftrongeft Penalties, not to 
return to the Plantations “till they had taken their 
Clearings from hence, and to bring a Certificate here 
of what they tovk in at the Colonies, and of what 
Goods they landed in any Part of Europe, This is what 
the French Ships are obliged to do, when they go from 
their Colonies to Spain, by an Arret made San. 27, 1726. 

Ihave now done with the Northern Colonies, and 
thall add but a Word or two concerning the Sugar 
Colonies, 

You fee, Sir, what Advantages the French Plantations 
have over ours, even by our own Laws. The Encou- 
ragements given them by. the Crown of France are alfo 
very great, 

There is a Premium given for every Negro imported 
thither in French Ships from Africa. They pay but 
half Duty on Sugars imported in Return for Negroes. 
They pay a Duty only of fifty-three Sous and four 

eniers, or about 2s. 5d. Sterl. a Hundred Weight, to 
the Crown, on Sugars imported, and it is all drawn 
back on Exportation; there is indeed a Duty of about 
s 4. a Hundred Weight, paid to their Weft-India Com- 
pany, which is not drawn back. Al! Perfons concern’d 
jn their Sugar Works are exempt from paying the Capi- 
gation Tax of 5s. Their Forts and Fortifications are 
built and maintain’d at the Expence ef the Crown. 
Their Governors are reftrained from taking any Money 
from the People, either as a Salary or Prefent, although 
the Planters there’ pay no 44 per Cent. Duty, and 
they have many other Advantages. So that till fome 
of our Laws are repealed or amended, and we are put 
in all other Refpegts upon as good a Footing as the 

French, 
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French, they will continue to under-fel! us in all Foreign 
Markets, and muft inevitably beat us out of the Sugar 
Trade. fl 





The ANSWER. 


N Advocate for the Sugar Colonies having pulith’d 
A his Thoughts concerning our Plantations, with 
Relation to the Sugar Bill yet depending in Parliament, 

ut me alfo upon communicating to the Publick fome- 
thing further on the fame Subjeét. 

As for the Legiflature’s giving Encouragement to our 
Sugar Iflands, I would be far from endeavouring to ob- 
ftru& it, or indeed any thing elfe that may tend to their 
Advantage, fo as it be not at the Expence of a vat In- 
jury to their Fellow Subjetts on the Briti/a Continent 
of America. 

But this Advocate feems to be of fo bitter and invete. 
rate a Spirit againft the Northern Colonies, that if he 
can’t have his unreafonable Purpofe brought about, and 
compafs the End fo earneftly folicited for, he would 
point eut Ways and Methods for the Government here, 
yet further to cramp our prefent Trade, and, in a Man- 
ner, to load us with Fetters and Shackles, as if the Laws 
at prefent in being, (relating to Trade and Navigation) 
were very infufficient to keep us in Subjef&tion: And to 
fuch a Degree is he tranfported with Prejudice, that he 
makes a Propofition againft the Trade of the Northern 
Colonies, entirely foreign to the Sugar Iflands, and 
which, if effeted, would not in the leaft be beneficial 
tothem. But fuch is the Nature and reftlefs Temper of 
fome, who, envying others Happinefs, would injure 
themfelves, rather than not ruin their Neighbours. 

He infinuates as if the Misfortune of our being beat 
‘out of the Sugar Trade at Foreign Markets by the French, 
is owing to the Northern Colonies, which I can by no 
means grant 3 for it is fufficiently evident, and will yet 
be made further appear, that were not our Northern Co- 
lonies to fupply the French with Horfes, Lumber, &c. 
they would otherwife be furnifh’d, without being be- 
holden to us, and are able to carry qn their Works with- 
out us. 

This Gentleman goes on with enumerating a Cata- 
logue of divers Sorts of Commodities, which he fays 
are produced in the Northern Colonies, efpecially in 
New England, New’ York, and Penfilvania, and that it 


. appears 
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appears, by a Report of the Board of Trade to this 
Sefion of Parliament, that they have fet up feveral 
Manufaétures, as Woollen, Camblet, Linnen, Gc, and 
that they export to the Sugar Iflands, or to Europe, fun- 
dry of their own Manufaftures ; to which I anfwer, 
That I have feen the faid Report, as well as this Gen- 
tleman, in which the Lords of Trade fay, by Informia- 
tion from the prefent Governor of the Maffachufets Bay 
in New England, ‘ That the Country People, who ufed 
“to make moft of their Cloathing out of their own 
© Wooll, don’t now make a Third Part of what they 
© wear, but are moftly cloathed with Briti/h Manufac- 
“tures: And their Lordfhips do indeed intimate, 
© (among other Things) that by Information of a certain 
© Perfon here, great Quantities of Hats made in that 
© Province, are exported to Spain and Portugal, and to 
© our Weft-India Iflands. 

But then, is it not pofiible the Board of Trade might 
be mifinform’d by this certain Perfon, as to this Parti- 
cular ? (for it is very probable the Information was not 
upon Oath) as the Cafe happen’d in a flagrant Inftance 
not long fince, where a certain Gentleman was examin’d 
without being fworn. But the Truth is, that on En- 
quire made of divers Gentlemen, who came lately from 
New England, there fcarce ever were any confiderable 
Quantities of Hats fhipp’d off from thence, or very lit- 
tie (if any) other of their own Manufactures, fuch as 
are made in Great Britain. And this, did I not give 
entire Credit to, I would be far from publifhing. 

This Advocate further fets forth, that it does appear 
by Accounts Jaid before the Parliament, that more 
Goods have been exported to our Sugar Plantations in 
12 Years, from Great Britain, than were in that Time 
to all our Northern Colonies. 

In Anfwer to which, let it be confider’d, that great 
Part of the Goods enter’d out at the Cuftom-houfe for 
the Weft-Indies, are carry’d to the Northern Colonies, 





and fome ufed in the Guinea Trade, which yet are added, | 


to fwell the Account of the Exports to the Sugar Ifands, 
for it is impoflible in the Nature of the Thing, to fup- 
pofe, that all the Goods faid to be thipp’d off to our 
Sugar Plantations, can be confumed there, which Goods 
very much confift in India and other foreign Commodi- 
ties, as Silk, Linnens, and thin light Cloathing, fuita- 
ble for hot Countries ; whenas, if ye look into thofe 
very fame Accounts he mentions, we fhall find, that in 

the 
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the faid 12 Years, there was exported in Briti/h Manu- 
faS&tures to the Northern Colonies,the Value of 3,476,697 |. 
14s. And for the fame Time to the Sugar Colonies in 
the like Manufaftures, no more than the Value of 
3,263,3961. 15s. which is more of the faid Manu- 
fa&tures to the Northern Colonies by 213,300/. 195. 
than to all the Briti/h Sugar Iflands put together. 

It muft alfo be confider’d, that for 16 or 17 Years 
paft, the Trade to the Northern Colonies is vafily im- 
prov’d, and keeps ftill increafing, as for Inflance, in 
the Year 1716, the Total amount of Goods exported to 
New England only, was but 121,156/. 19s. 10d. And 
in the Year 1726, there was exported 202,882]. 95. 5 d. 
and we may juftly conclude, if we had but a further 
Account from the Cuftom-houfe, it would appear, the 
Exports thither now, are very confiderably larger than 
in 1726. 





An Accident has happen’d fince our laft, which, tho” 
relating to a Perfon of very mean Figure of Life, was 
attended with fuch furprizing Circumflances as deferves 
to be recorded in this our Regiffer. 

On Tuefday the 18th of April, one Richard Smith, a 
Bookbinder, and Prifoner for Debt within the Liberties 
of the King’s Bench, and Bridget his Wife, were found 
dead in their Houfe in Blackman Street, Southwark, about 
Eight o’Clock in the Morning, hanging near their Bed, 
about a Yard diftant from each other, with a loaded 
Piftol by the Man, and a Cafe Knife by the Woman 5; 
and in another Room their little Child about two Years 
old, was found in a Cradle, fhot thro’ the Head. In the 
Room were found alfo the following Letters, one di- 
re&ted to his Landlord, in which were inclofed the two 
others to Mr. Brindley a Bookbinder in New Bond-fireet, 
and the Shilling as therein mention’d, viz, 

’ 

To Mr. BRIGHTRED. 


SIR, 

HE Neceflity of my Affairs has obliged me to give 

you this Trouble ; I hope I have Jeft more than 

is fufficient for the Money I owe you. I beg of you, 

that you'll be pleafed to fend thefe inclofed Papers, as 

direfted, immediately by fome Porter, and that without 
fhewing them to any one. 


Your humble Servant, 


RICHARD SMITH, 
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P.S. I havea Suit of Black Cloaths at the.Cock in 
Mint-fireet, which lies for 17s. 64. 

If you could find any Chap for my Dog and antient 
Cat, it would be kind. I have here fent a Shilling for 
the Porter. 





Coufin Brindley, 

T is now about the Time I promifed Payment to Mr. 

Brooks, which I have perform’d in the beft Manner I 
was able. I with it had been done more to your Satis- 
fa&tion ; but the Thing was impoflible. I here return 
you my hearty Thanks for the Favours which I have 
receiv’d ; it being all the Tribute I am able to pay. 
There is a certain anonymous Perfon, whom you have 
fome Knowledge of, who, I am inform’d, has taken 
fome Pains to make the World believe he has done me 
Services; I with that faid Perfon had never troubled his 
Head about my Affairs ; I am fure he had no Bufinefs 
with them ; for it is entirely owing to his meddling, 
that I came Pennilefs into this Piace; whereas, had I 
brought Twenty Pounds in with me, which I could 
eafily have done, I could not then have miffed getting 
my Bread here, and in Time have been able to come to 
Terms with my Plaintiff ; whofe Lunacy, I believe, 
could not have lafted always. I muft not here conclude, 
for my meddling Friend’s Man Sancho Pancho would per- 
haps take it ill, did I not make mention of him ; there- 
fore, if it lies in your Way, let Sancho know, that his 
Impudence and Infolence was not fo much forgotten, as 
defpifed. I fhall now make an End of this Epiftle, de- 
firing you to publifh the inclos’d ; as to the Manner 
how, I leave it entirely to your Judgment. That all 
Happinefs may attend you and yours, isthe Prayer of, 


Your affeétionate Kirfman even to Death, 
RICHARD SMITH. 


P.S. If it lies in your Way, let that good-natur’d 
Man, Mr. Dancome know, that I remember’d him with 
my lateft Breath, 


To Mr. BRINDLEY. 

HESE Aftions confider’d in-all their Circumftances, — 
being fomewhat uncommon, it may not be impro- 

per to give fome Account of the Caufe; and that it was 
an inveterate Hatred we conceived againft Poverty and * 
Rags 5 
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Rags; Evils that through a Train of unlucky Acci- 
dents were become inevitable ; for we appeal to all that 
ever knew us, whether we were either idle or extrava- 
gant, whether or no we have not taken as much Pains 
for our Living as our Neighbours, altho’ not attended 
with the famie SuccefSs. We apprehend, the taking our 
Child’s Life away, to be a Circumftance for which we 
fhall be generally condemn’d ; but for our own Parts, we 
are perfectly eafy upon that Head. We are fatisfy’d it 
is lefs Cruelty to take the Child with us, even fuppo+ 
fing a State of Annihilation, as fome dream of, than to 
leave her friendlefs in the World, expofed to Ignorance 
and Mifery ; Now, in order to obviate fome Cenfures, 
which may proceed either from Ignorance of Malice, 
we think it proper to inform the World, that we firmly 
believe the Exiftence of Almighty God; that this Be- 
lief of ours is not an implicit Faith, but deduced from 
the Nature and Reafon of Things ; we believe the Ex- 
iftence of an Almighty Being, from the Confideration 
of his wonderful Works ; from a Confideration of thofe 
innumerable celeftial and glorious Bodies, and from 
their wonderful Order and Harmony. We have alfo 
{pent fome Time in viewing thofe Wonders, which arte 
to. be feen in the minute Part of the World, and that 
with great Pleafure and Satisfaétion ; from al! which 
Particulars we are fatisfy’d that fuch arhazing Things 
. could not poflibly be without a firft Mover, without the 
Exiftence of an Almighty Being ; and as we know the 
wonderful God to be almighty, fo we cannot help be- 
lieving but that he is alfo good, not implacable; not 
like fuch Wretches as Men are, not taking Delight in 
the Miferies of his Creatures, for which Reafon we re- 
fign up our Breaths unto him without any terrible Ap- 
prehenfions, fubmitting ourfelves to thofe Ways, which 
in his Goodnefs he fhall pleafe to appoint after Death : 
We alfo believe the Exiftence of unbody’d Creatures, 
and think we have Reafon for that Belief ; although we 
do not. pretend to Know their Way of fubfifting. We 
are not ignorant of thofe Laws made in terrorem, but 
leave the Difpofal of out Bodies to the Wifdum of the 
Coronet and his Jury 3 the Thing being indifferent to 
us, where our Bodies are laid ; from whence it will ap- 
pear how little anxious we are about a Hic jacet s we 
for our Parts, neither expect nor defire fuch Honours, 
but fhall content ourfelves with a borrow’d Epitaph, 
Which we thall infert in this Paper. 
U 





Without 
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Without a Name, for ever filent, dumb; 

Duft, Aphes, nought elfe is within this Tomb 5 
Where we were born or bred, it matters not, 
Who were our Parents, or hath us begot 5 

We were, but now are not s think no more of us, 
For as we are, fo you'll be turx'd to Duft. 


It is the Opinion ‘of Naturalifis, that our Bodies are 
at certain Stages of Life compofed of new Matter ; fo 
that a great many poor Men have new Bodies oftner than 
new Cloaths: Now, as Divines are not able to inform 
us which of thofe feveral Bodies fhall rife at the Refur- 
re€tion, it is very probable that the deceafed Body may 
be for ever filent as well as any other. 

RICHARD SMITH, 
BRIDGET SMITH. 


The Coroner’s Inqueft for Prifoners in the King’s 
Bench fat on the Body of the Man, and brought him in 
Felo de fe; and the Inqueft for the Lord Mayor’s Liber- 
ty fat on the Bodies of the Woman and the Child, and 
brcught in the Woman the fame, and that the Man was 
guilty of wilful Murder as to the Child. 

We find, that in every Neighbourhood where they 
formerly liv’d, they bore the Charafter among the 
Neighbours of as honeft, induftrious, frugal, and loving 
a Couple, as any that were in the Neighbourhood 3 and 
as to the jaft Part of the Charaéter, it appears by their 
melancholy Cataftrophe, that they” were, perhaps, the 
moft loving Couple that is to be found within the Bills 
of Mortality. 

This poor Man, we are told from good Hands, was fo 
honeft, that he went, a few Days before he dy’d, toa 
neighbouring Woman, to whom he ow’d the fmall Sum 
of four Shillings, ‘and told her he could not give her 
Money, but that if the would come to his Houfe, and 
fee if fhe could find any Thing that fhe flood in need of 
about that VaJue, the fhould have it; but the Woman 
generoully refuted the Offer, and told him he fhould pay 
it when he was able ; and if he never was, fhe would 
forgive him the Debt.” 


FRANCE 
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FRANCE. 


Continuation of the Difpute between the King and the Par- 
liament of Paris. 


N the 13th of April, the Parliament of Paris, by 

Ordets, waited ‘upon their Monarch at Ver/zilles, 
at which Time they received his Majefty’s abfolute 
Commands not to meddle in any Ecclefiaftical Affiirs, 
on Pain of Difobedience, On the r2th of May, the 
Chambers of the Parliament met again, purfuant to the 
King’s Order, and then again they were forbid in his 
Majefty’s Name, to take Cognizance of any Ecclefiaftical 
Affair. Hereupon great Debates arofe, and many hard 
Words were beftow’d by feveral Members upon the firft 
Frefident, for his fhewing more Complaifance to the 
Court Orders than thev thought was confiflent with the 
Dignity of their Body.. The famous Abbot Pwcelle 
fpoke an Hour and half, and his Difcourfe was fo mo- 
ving and pathetick, that it drew Tears from moft of the 
Audience. He told them, among other Things, that 
he would willingly lofe his Head in Support of the 
Honour and Prerogatives of that illuflrious Body. At 
laft the Parliament in a Manner unanimoufly declared 


to the firft Prefident, that they would adjourn al! their 
‘Courts, and go on with no Bufinefs, "till they had well 


confider’d every Thing, and come to a Refolution, for 
which End they would meet again next Day ; which 
they did accordingly about Five in the Morning, and 
refolved to addrefs the King, either to indulge them the 
Enjoyment of all the Rights and Privileges with which 
the Parliament of Paris had always been honour’d, and 
articularly the Cognizance of Appeals and Writs of 
Error, it being an effential Part of the Laws of France, 
which they could not in Confcience give up ; or if his 
Majefty fhould not think fit to continue this Favour to 
them, they befeeched him to difpenfe with their pro- 
ceeding in any other Bufinefs relating to their Courts. 
While they wefe forming thefe Refolutions, the King’s 
Advocate and Solicitor-General came in and acquainted 
them, that they had received a Letter from the King, 
commanding them to return to Compeign with the Depu- 

ties of the Parliament, to receive his Majefty’s Orders. 
Abgut One o’Cleck that Afternoon, the firft Prefidents, 
all the Prefidents 4 Mortier, the Deans of the Counfe). 
U 2 lors 
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lors of the Great’'Chamber, with one of the Senior 
Counfellors (Abbot Pucelle) and all the Advocates Ge- 
neral, making in all about 24 Deputies, fet out for 
Compeigne ; next Day about Noon his Majefty gave them 
Audience ; but fiding with the Priefts againft his Par- 
liament, immediately upon their firft Approach, and 
before any of them had fpoke a Ward, he declared ‘his 
Difatisfahion with their Conduét, and told them, that 
he would peremptorily be obey’d in every Point, and let them 
pisit theje Orders at their Peyil. The Firft Prefident 
beginning to fpeak, in purfuance of the Commiffion he 
had received from the Parliament, the King enjoin’d 
him Silence, which he tamely fubmitted to ; but the 
brave Abbot Pucelle approached his Majefty, and pre- 
fented to him a Paper, which he told him contain’d in 
Subftance what his Parliament had been about. The 
King receiv'd the Paper, but immediately gave it to the 
Secretary of State, who was prefent, and order’d him to 
tear it in Pieces, which he did ; and his Majefty added 
that he would hear no more of that Affair, and order'd 
them to be gone, and mind their own Bufinefs, 

This Paper contain’d the Remonftrances of the Par- 
Jiament, and to them was fubjoin’d an Extra& of the 
Regifters of the Parliament, giving an Account of what 





happen’d in the Year 1626, in the Reign of Lewis XIII, © 
to this Effect. 


HE Clergy being then affembled, came to fume 
Refolutions which were contrary to the Welfare of 

the Church and State ; whereupon the Parliament made 
an Arret, forbidding the Clergy to continue their Deli- 
berations. The Clergy paying no Regard to this Arret, 
the Parliament made a fecond, the Purport whereof 
was, That unlefs the Clergy obey’d, and conformed 
themfelves to their firft Arret, they fhould be obliged 
to proceed again{ft them in an extraordinary Manner, 
Hereupon the Clergy apply’d themfelves to the King, 
who gave a favourable Ear to their Complaints, and 
forbid the Parliament to take Cognizance of that Affair ; 
Fut the Parliament di€tated to the Firft Prefident de 
Verdur, this Refolytion: It fhall be reprefented to the 
King, * That in Regard the Interefls of his Religion 
* the Safety of his Perfon and of his State are concern’d 
* herein, his Majefty will be pleafed not to attribute if 
© ‘to any Difbedience in them, if the Parliament can’t 
f comply with any Evocation, or Prohibition bynes 
, ¢ may 
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* may be made them not to take Cognizance thereof ; of 
¢ ‘which Remonftrance the Chancellor fhall procure the 
© King’s Approbation, according to the Examples of his 
© Predeceffors in that Office, who were not afraid of in- 
© curring the King’s Difpleafure, to do him wfeful 
© Service in Affairs of fo great Importance’: For which 
they were afterwards commended by his Majefty, &c. 

When the Deputies of the Parliament were upon 
their Return from Compiegne to Paris, the Abbot Puceile 
seceiv’d a Lettre de cachet, by which he was banifhed 
to the Abbey of Cordic in the Nivernois; and the fame 
Night Monfieur Titon, Counfellor of the Chamber des 
Enquetes, who was the Perfon that prefented to the Par- 
Jiament in their faid Affembly of the 13th, the Extraét 
above-mentioned, was taken out of his Bed, and carried 
Prifoner to the Caftle of Vincennes, but that being too 
near Paris, he was foon after removed to the Tower of 
Ham near Noyon in Picardie. 

Upon the 16th the Parliament was again affembled, 
when the firft Prefident gave them a full Account of 
what had happened at Compiegne, and of the Exile of the 
Abbot Pucelle, and the Imprifonment of Monfieur Tifton. 
Then he acquainted them with the Steps that were 
taken in the Wear 1718, to obtain the Liberty of 
Meffieurs Feydeaux and Blamont, to the End that the 
fame Means might be ufed in Behalf 6f Meffieurs Pucelle 
and Titon; but all the Prefidents and Counfellors of 
the Chambers des Enquetes and Requetes went away 
without faying one Word, and thofe of the Great Cham- 
ber broke up a few Minutes after, whereby all Bufinefs 
was put to a Stand. 

The Court being inform'd of this, the Chancellor 


wrote the following Letter to the Firft Prefident on 
the rgth, viz. 





T HE King could not help being greatly furprized, 
when he heard, Sir, that all the Officers of the 
Chambers des Enquetes and Requetes had entirely quitted 
the Exercife of their Functions ever fince Friday laft; 
and his Majefty cannot comprehend why the Great 
Chamber itfelf, which in former Times was always fa- 
mous for their Firmnefs in a@ing up to every Punfilio 
of Duty, do nct meet and hold ther ufual Sittings. 

I cannot, in fhort, diffemble to you, Sir, that his 
Majeity expeéts from your Zeal, that you appear this 
Morning in the Great Chamber ; and hig Majefty, who 
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is very fenfible of the Fidelity and Attachment of all 
the Prefidents, and of a great Number of Gentlemen of 
the Great Chamber, is perfuaded that they will not 
abandon you upon this Oceafion, 

The King cannot bear the Continuance of a State 
equally contrary to the Refpe&t that is due to him, to 
the moft Effential Duty of the Magiftrates, and to the 
Interett of his Subje€ts: And therefore his Majefty has 
commanded me to write to you, that it is his Pleafure 
that all the Officers of his Parliament do refume the 
ordinary Exercife of their Fun&tions, without farther 
Delay. 

The King orders you to make his Intention known to 
therh as foon as this Letter comes to Hand; to the End 
they may behave with that Submiffion which is due to 
his Orders 3 and his Majefty charges you perfonally to 
perfevere in your Office, not doubting but that you and 
all the Prefidents will be the firft to fet an Example to 
the reft of the Members. It is only by a faithful Exe- 
cution of the King’s Orders, that the Parliament can 
avoid the rigorous Refolutions which his Majefty cannot 
help taking with Regard to them. Prevent them, Sir, 
by fpeedily giving the King an Account, that his Orders. 
are executed according to his Expetation. 





Tam, &c. 


On the 26th they received the King’s Letters Patents, 
ordering them to refume the Fun€tions of their Office; 
bnt thefe Letters could not be regiflered without a new 
Metting, becaufe that in their Affembly of the 13th, 
they had ordered Monfieur V/adeau, their Regifter, not 
to regifter, or fuffer any Thing to be regiflered, nor 
taken off of the Regifter, no, not even on the Part of the 
King, without their exprefs Orders 5 with a Certification 
that if he did, they would immediately make his Pro@ 
eefs, agreeable to former Precedents; which is one of the 
moft ‘concife and fpeedieft Ways imaginable of admini- 
ftring Juftice ; for in fuch Cafes the Guilty Member is 
immediately called to anfwer, the Proof brought, Sen- 
tence pronounced, and he hanged up within the Walls 
of the Palais or Parliament Houfe; fo that the Criminal 
may be arraigned, fentenced and hanged in lefs than 
two Hours Time. This being the Situation of Affairs, 
they refolv’d to meet next Day, and then they agreed 
to regifter the King’s Letters Patents, but at the fame 
Time they regiftred the following Arret at the Foot of 

: m them, 
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them, viz. * The Court continuing their ordinary 
© Fun@tions, will upon all Occafions give Proofs of the 
© fame Zeal that they have always fhewn to ferve their 
* King and Country, to maintain the Sacred Rights of 
$ the Crown, to fupprefs all Enterprizes capable of 
* keeping up Divifions in the Church or State, and to 
© difcharge all the Duties that are prefcribed them by 
€ the Ordinances of their fuid Lord the King, and the 
* Kings his Predeceffors. ‘ 

Notwithflanding of thefe Letters Patents, the Parlia- 
ment did not begin to refume any of the Funétions of 
their Office, but ordered the Gens di Roy to carry a 
new Commiffion from them to his Majefty, with rela- 
tion to Meffieurs Pucelle and Titon. The Gens du Roy 
accordingly carried their Commiffion to the King, and 
upon the gth Inflant, the Parliament being affembied to 
receive their Report, Monfieur Gilbert de Voifins, in 
Name of the reft, {poke to this Effect, viz. 





Gentlemen, 

E humbly intreat the Court to believe, that 

we have executed the Commiffion with which 
you did us the Honour to charge us, with all the Zeal 
that was in our Power. 

We had the Honour to fpeak to the King on Saturday 
being Whit/un-Eve, defiring to know the Day and Hour 
which he would be pleafed to appoint, for hearing the 
Remonfirances of his Parliament concerning the Abfence 
of our Brethren. (Pardon the Expreflion, Gentlemen, 
and give us Leave to look upon them as our Brethren, at 
~ leaft with Regard to the Efteem which we have for them, 
and which we fhare with you.) The King himfelf an- 
fwered us, This is not a Fime : My Parliament muft fir 
deferve my Goodne/s by a Conduét more agreeable to my 
Will and Intention. This,\ Gentlemen, was the Anfwer 
which the King gave us; and we cannot report it to you 
without a great deal of Concern. We beg you to believe, 
that we are as impatient as you can be, to fee among us 
again, Counfellors for whom our Veneration and Efteem 
are far from falling fhort of the General Voice. Do us 
the Favour alfo to be perfuaded, that we fhall ufe our 
utmoft Endeavours to give you Proofs of the fincere In- 
clination we have, and fhall always fhew with the fame 
Zeal, to make any Inflances, with which the Parliament 
fhall think fit to charge us. 


The 
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The Gens du Roy being withdrawn, the Parliament 
. took their Report into Confideration : The Refult 
whereof was, That they fhould be ordered, in the 
Name of the Affembly, to return to Compiegne, to make 
frefh Inftances to his Majefty concerning the Commiffion 
with which they were charged. Hereupon they were 
fent for in, and Monfieur de Portail, the Firft Prefident, 
acquainted them with the Refolution that had been 
taken ; adding, that the Parliament left it to them to 
think of the moft proper Time for making thefe Inftances 
to his Majefty. And they fet out for Compiegne the next 
Morning, (roth) to execute their Commiflion. 

The Chambers met again the 13th: The Firft Prefi- 
dent opened the Seflion with telling them there were 
two Reafons of equal Importance for calling them to- 
gether: One was, to hear what Anfwer the King had 
given to the Gens du ~ with Relation to the Abfence 
of the two illuftrious Members, for whofe Return the 





Parliament was fo folicitous: The other Reafon was, 
to hear what they had to fay in Purfuance of the Refo- 
Jution of the 28th of May laft, whereby they were. or- 
dered to bring their Conclufions touching the Mandate 
of the Archbifhop of Paris, which was put into their 
Hands for that Purpofe. The Gens du Roy be called in, 


the Firft Prefident told them, the Court had fent for 
them to hear what Anfwer they had receiv’d from the 
King in Relation to the two abfent Counfellors ; and 
alfo to hear them upon the Affair of the Archbithop of 
Paris’s Mandate. Monfieur Gilbert de Voifins anfwer'd, 
* That they went to Compiegne the 10th Inft. and had 
© the Honour to fee the King the next Morning: That 
© his Majefty having heard their Inftances, made Anfwer 
“ in thefe very Words: I have notaing to add to what 
© I faid to you before, except that my Parliament had deft 
© behave wifely: That, notwithftanding they thought 
* they faw in the King’s Countenance fome Rays of 
* Goodnefs and Benevolence. That for what concerned 
© the Mandate, it was an Affair which they forefaw 
© would be attended with abundance of Difficulties ; 
© efpecially as it was depending before the King’s Coun- 
© cil: That for the reft, it was contrary to the Maxims 
© of the Parliament to take Cognizance of Affairs, where- 
© in fuch Circumitances concurred ; and that.in a Word, 
* their Zeal for the Parliament obliged them to reprefent 
© to them, that what appeared to them the moft advifable 


* in this Cafe was, to leave the Affair undecided. 
The 
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The Gens du Roy being withdrawn, after a fhort De- 
bate they were ordered to come in again, to receive Or- 
ders to make an abfolute Conclufion of the Affair of 
the Mandate, which they did accordingly. Hereupon 
they defired Leave to confult together; which being 
gtanted them, they retired for a while, and coming in 
again, Monfieur de Voifins faid in the Name of the 
Gens du Roy, That they found themfelves obliged to 
declare themfelves more explicitly than they had done 
before, and to fet forth the Reafons which induced 
them to advife the leaving this Affair undecided: That 
they had already mentioned one of them, to wit, That 
the Mandate was an Affair depending before a Higher 
Tribunal ; and as for the Appeal, it belonged only to 
the’ Great Chamber to take Cognizance of it, and not 
to the other Chambers: That they took the Liberty to 
intreat the firft Prefident, the other Prefidents, and all 
the Counfellors of the Great Chamber, to give fome At- 
tention to what they had now urged. 

Having faid this, the Gens du Roy withdrew 3 but 
were called in a fourth Time to give their Conclufiuns. 
The Firit Prefident declar’d to them, that with Regard 
to the firft Point of their Difcourfe, he was ordered to 
acquaint them, That the Parliament could not ac- 
quiefe with the Exceptions to their Jurifdiftion; and 

' that it would be their beft Way to make their Conclu- 
fions forthwith, or to deliver back the Copy of the 
Mandate which had been put into their Hands for that 
Purpofe. Monfieur Gilgert Voifins anfwer’d, That he 
made no Exceptions to the Parliaments Jurifdiction : 
That for his Part he knew of none, much lefs in Affairs 
wherein the Interefts of the Affembly were concerned : 
That what they had faid was to difcharge what was 
due to their Honour and their Confcience ; and that 
they infifted upon the Anfwer they had already given. 
The King’s Attorney-General and Advocate being 
withdrawn for the fourth Time, the Firft Prefiient or- 
dered the Regifter to go to the Bar, and receive from 
the Hands of the Gens du Roy the Copy of the Mandate 
which had been delivered tothem. This being done, 
the fame was read by Monficur Delpeche, inflead of the 
Attorney-General, whofe Bufinefs it properly was. 
After a long and warm Debate, it was at length re- 
folved to make an Arret with relation to the Archbifhop 
of Paris’s Mandate againft the Nouvelles BeclefiafPiques, 
which Arret is as follows, - 





’ 
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HE Court (all the Chambers being met) having 
feen the Mandate, entitled, Mandate of the Arch- 
Bishop of Paris, containing a Condemnation of feveral 
Libels, entitled, Church News, of the 27th ot April 1732, 
having heard the King’s Advocate, and taken the Affair 
into Confideration ; the Court admits the King’s Attor- 
ney-General to be Appejlant from the faid Mandate ; 
permits him to produce fuch Arguments as he thinks 
fit in Support of the faid Appeal ; and will proceed to 
hear Witneffes in this Court with all Speed: In the 
mean Time they forbid the Execution of the faid Man- 
date, and likewife the uttering or difperfing of any 
Copies thereof, *till further Orders from the Court 
thereupon. Done in Parliament, this 13th Day of 
“June 1732. Sign'd, 
ssn YSABEAU, 


A Copy of this Arret was immediately fent to the 
Archbifhop of Paris, and order’d to be printed, and two 
Counfellors were fent to Monfieur Simon’s, Printer to 
the Parliament, to fee it printed with all Expedition, 
This Affembly of the 13th, lafled from Ten in the Mor- 
ning "till Four in the Afternoon. 

In the Night between the 15th and 16th, Monf. Ozier, 
Prefident of the 2d Chamber of Requetes, received a 
Lettre de Cachet, banifhing him to the Ifands of S. Mar- 
feret s Monf. de Vrevins, Counfellor in the Great Cham- 

er, received another, banifhing him to Poitiers 3 Monf. 
Robert, likewife a Counfellor in the Great Chamber, a 
Third, banifhing him to Bellifle; and Monf. de la Fan- 
triere, Counfellor in the 34 Chamber des Enquetes, a 
Fourth, ordering him to Salins in Franche Comte. At 
the fame Time alfo, the Parliament received a Lettre de 
Cachet, ordering them to fend to Compeigne 1 Deputation 
of 32 of their Members, who fet out the 16th, and had‘ 
an Audience of the King the next Day ; when his Ma- 
jefty had nothing more to fay to them, but only to de- 
clare hig Concern for their having tranfgreffed his Or- 
ders. 

In the mean Time, (on the 16th) an Arret was made 
by the King’s Council of State againit the above-men- 
tion’d Arret of the Parliament, declaring the fame to 
be void and of no Effest, as being made againft his Ma- 
jefty’s known Intention ; the printed Copies of the faid 
dirret of Parliament are thereby order’d to be fupprefs’d " 
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and it is order’d that this Arret of the King’s Council 
fhall be immediately tranfcribed into the Kegillers of 
Parliament, at the Foot of the Parliament’s Arret of 
the 13th Inftant ; his Majefty thereby enjoins the Firft 
Prefident of the Parliament, perfonally, and in his own 
private Name, to fee this done, and to fend an Account 
thereof to his Majefty ; and forbids all the Officers of 
the faid Parliament to propofe any Thing contrary to 
the prefent Arret, on Pain of incurring his Majeity’s 
Difpleafure, and being deprived of their Places, Gc. 

On the 20th in the Morning, the Chambers of the 
Parliament being met, the Firft Prefident acquainted 
them with the Orders which the King had given him 
whereupon moft of the Members of the Chambers des 
Enquetes and Requetes refolved not to wait ’till they were 
deprived of their Offices, but immediately offer’d to 
refign them into the Hands of the firft Prefident, and 
retir’d without doing any Bufinefs. Immediately after, 
they drew upa formal Aét of Refignation, which was 
figned by the Prefidents and other’ Members, to the 
Number of 166, which they carry’d to the Firft Prefi- 
dent, who refufed to accept of it ; upon which they 
went to the Chancellor’s ; but not finding him at home, 
they left their Act at his Houfe, witha Letter fignify- 
ing the Purport of it, They have fince been comman- 
ded in very fevere Terms by the King to refume their 
Funftions ; but they have as conftantly refufed to do fo, 
but upon Condition, that their exiled and imprifon’d 
Brethren be reftor’d ; the Parliament have at all Times 
Liberty to addrefs the King ; and fome other Grievan- 
ces complain’d-of, be redrefs’d. And here the Difpute 
at prefent refts ; but tis thought fome Accommodation 
will fpeedily be found. 

At the fame Time this late Mandate of the Archbi- 
fhop of Paris, occafions as much Confufion in the Church, 
as it does in the Parliament 3 moft of the Curates or 
Parifh Priefls have refufed to readit in their Churches, 
according to the Archbifhop’s Injurftions. The Vicar 
of St. Jaques de la Boucherie, having read it to his Pa- 
rifhioners at Seven o’Clock Mafs, he no fooner got out 
of the Pulpit, but the Curate went in, and declared 
openly againft it. In the Church of S. Benoit, the Cu- 
rate being about to read it, the Churchwardens quitted 
their Pew, and went out of the Church, being follow’d 
by moft of the Congregation, which was alfo done at 
qnoft other Churches in the City, 





SPAIN. 
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HE vatt Preparations for War made in this Kings 
T dom for fome Months paft, have kept all Europe in 
Sufpence and Expeétation where the Storm was to light ; 
and every one looked that upon its breaking out, it 
would kindle the Flames of War once more throughout 
Chriftendom. But thefe Fears have been agreeably dif- 
appointed ; it appearing at laft, that the real Defign 
was againft Baréary. Accordingly, the whole Fleet of 
Men of War and Tranfports, with 30,000 Soldiers on 
Board, with a prodigious Quantity of Warlike Stores of 
all Kinds, weigh’d from the Road of Alicant on the 4th 
of ‘June, and getting out to Sea with a fair Wind the 
next Day, arriv’d on the 8th at Cape Ferro, two Miles 
from the City of Oran, on the Barbary Coaft, where 
they fafely landed their Troops. This was what the 
laft Advices brought us; and as the Moors are like to 
make a fierce Oppofition, and the Spaniards are fo nume- 
rous and well prepar’d for an Attack, it feems probable 
that this Enterprize will afford fome entertaining Par- 
ticulars for our next Rezifter. 
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